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A North Peninsula Review 
reporter sat down with Lt. Chadd 
Stensgaard of the Portland Police 
Bureau’s North Precinct at his 
of昀椀ce at 449 NE Emerson to get 
his observations on reducing North 
Portland crime.

Stensgaard pointed to a staf昀椀ng 
chart behind his desk showing 
lots of vacant shifts. “Our precinct 
covers everything from Kelley 
Point Park, to the Portland 

International Airport on the east 
and south to I-84—that’s 52 square 
miles.” 

City policy makers intended 
North Precinct to have 132 
of昀椀cers, but it is now just 81. “It’s 
the worst understaf昀椀ng I’ve seen 
in my 20-year career,” Stensgaard 
explained.

Meanwhile, the workload has 
increased. The annual volume of 
calls that North Precinct receives 

has grown from 88,165 to 91,471.
Stensgaard believes drug law 

changes and the rising homeless 
population are major factors. “It 
used to be when we responded to 
a 昀椀ght an homeless camp, it [the 
昀椀ght] would be with knives,” he 
said. “Now, it’s often with guns.”   
One reason is more car owners are 
storing weapons in their cars, and 
homeless individuals who break 
into cars are taking the guns.

150 volunteers help remove rock
at Cathedral Park beach by Willie Levenson   by Mark Kirchmeier

Roosevelt vs Jefferson football:
a stunning turnaround by Mark Kirchmeier

Left: RHS’ JeMarrion Causey intercepts Jefferson pass. Right: Rider 
coach Ryan McCants celebrates with Caelan Riley. See more on page 5

Owen Massey, RHS sophomore
in Washington DC

Volunteers removed a total 120 tons of concrete and riprap rock 
uncovering a new south beach at Cathedral Park.

The event on Sept. 16 was due to the initiative of community member 
Casimira Tadewaldt who reached out to Human Access Project (HAP) 
expressing her desire to continue the work HAP started in 2021 when 
the community removed 50 tons of concrete and riprap from the north 
end of the beach. Tadewaldt drafted a grant which led to a $10,000 
Metro grant to support this work. Green Anchor’s owner Matt Stein 
also lent his expertise running an exavator and skid steer, the tools used 
to remove approximately 20 concrete piers.

The rivalry between North Portland’s two public high schools Roosevelt 
and Jefferson has been a prep sports 昀椀xture since the 1920s. The schools 
continued their century-long tradition with RHS nipping the Demos in a 
heart-stopping 13-12 win on Sept. 15. Catch more news including RHS’s 
42-6 Homecoming win Sept. 29 over Cleveland on page 5.

Although there is no known 
cure for diabetes, there is no 
stopping the hope for a cure 
demonstrated by Roosevelt High 
School sophomore Owen Massey 
as he traveled to Washington DC 
joining other youth with diabetes 
to ask Congress to fund diabetes 
research.

The Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation (JDRF) selected 
Massey as one of 160 delegates 
to represent them at its biennial 
Children’s Congress this summer. 
More than 250,000 youth in the 
United States have diabetes.

Massey is involved in local 
diabetes organizations and found 
it eye-opening to meet the staff 
of Oregon senators Ron Wyden 
and Jeff Merkley. “I felt I was 
making a difference in talking to 
individuals who directly in昀氀uence 

their congressional member on 
legislation,” he said.

The youthful delegates called 
on lawmakers to renew the federal 
Special Diabetes Program (SDP) 
supporting research to prevent, treat 
and cure Type 1 Diabetes (T1D), the 
most common form of the disease 
to affect children. The $150-million 
annual program is set to expire this 
year unless Congress renews it to 
ensure that research continues.

Wyden, Merkley and Oregon 
Representative, Earl Blumenauer, 
who represents Multnomah 
County, all support renewing SDP 
funding. Their support greatly 
heartened Massey and his family. 
“Owen and his fellow Oregon 
delegates were amazing,” noted 
his father, Scott Massey, who 
accompanied the group. “They hit 
their talking points, asked smart 
questions, held conversations with 
the staffers, and afterward got 
great compliments,” he explained.

 Blumenauer’s of昀椀ce hosted a 
tour for Massey that including 
watching Blumenauer and 
Senate Republican leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-KY., speak to their 
respective chambers.

Massey is now considering 
applying to become a 
congressional page and living in 
Washington DC for a few months 
to work at the Capitol. He is 
also pondering a potential future 
working on policy issues.  

15-year-old Massey is a straight-A 
student and JV football player. 
He is excited about an increasing 
role with the local JDRF chapter 
and has been asked to share his 
Children’s Congress experience at 
their events.

He sums up his trip by saying, 
“Beyond learning more about the 
history of the Capitol and seeing 
Congress in action, it was great to 
meet other kids from across the 
country and internationally, who 
share some of the same struggles 
that I have, and learning their 
experiences.”  t     

7740 N. Lombard: former Dollar Tree store

Last sold:  September 2011 for $596,250.00

Owner:  N&N Real Estate Service LLC, Portland, OR

Neighborhood:  St. Johns Neighborhood Assoc.

Lombard Street, North 
Portland’s civic corridor, main 
street, and central transportation 
route, is plagued by several 
vacant buildings that create blight 
but fall through cracks of City 
of Portland code enforcement. 

After the Farmer’s Barn 昀椀re 
at N. Denver and Lombard on 
April 19 following a litany of 
complaints by neighbors citing 
graf昀椀ti, trash and repeated 
break-ins, the North Peninsula 
Review took a survey of other 
vacant buildings on Lombard.

by Barbara Quinn
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Police from page 1 Blight from page 1

Shoplifting has become a huge 
problem. Some business owners 
are taking a hands-off approach 
because of the challenges in 
confronting and dealing with 
suspects, he said.

The lieutenant is optimistic that 
the city’s new Safe Rest Villages 
with addiction and mental health 
services is “a step in the right 
direction because it gives people 
some stability in their lives.”

Stensgaard said police 
understaf昀椀ng might get worse 
before it gets better, but help is 
on the way, with 40 new hires in 
the pipeline who must wait until 
the slots open for them at the state 
police academy.

He also sees another hopeful 
development. The negative 
perceptions that some people 
in North Portland may have 
had about policing during the 
summer 2020 protests and riots in 
Portland have largely receded. 

 “When I walk the St. Johns 
area” he smiled, “I get very 
positive feedback from people.”

Stensgaard attended the initial 
St. Johns Boosters-sponsored 
meeting in March, a heated 
affair with 40 business owners 
demanding action on soaring 
vandalism crimes. The meeting 
also included elected of昀椀cials 
Mike Schmidt, Multnomah 
County District Attorney, and 
City Commissioners Carmen 
Rubio and Rene Gonzalez.

As a result of that meeting, 
Schmidt agreed in April to 
designate a prosecutor one day a 
week to focus on North Portland 
cases. The program is still being 
set up. The District Attorney’s 
of昀椀ce did not respond to an 
update request before the North 
Peninsula Review went to press.  t

ST. JOHNS BOOSTERS  •  VENTURE PORTLAND  •  NORTH PENINSULA REVIEW

“...if the owner is up 

to date on taxes, has 

a fence around the 

building, and has it 

boarded up, that’s all 

it takes and it can just 
seemingly sit like that 

forever.”

~ Josef Liebhardt, 
      St. Johns resident

Algae Bloom
Warning Eases
Water monitoring has con昀椀rmed 

that the level of cyanotoxins in the 
Willamette Cove area of the Willamette 
River are below recreational guideline 
values for people.

Oregon Health Authority advises 
recreational visitors to continually 
be alert to signs of cyanobacteria 
blooms. This is because blooms 
can develop and disappear on any 
water body at any time when bloom 
conditions are favorable. Be aware 
that few water bodies in Oregon 
are monitored for blooms, so it’s 
important for people to become 
familiar with signs of a bloom, See 
www.healthoregon.org for more.  t  

7220 N. Lombard: former Multnomah 
County Parole Of昀椀ce
Last sold:  June 2006 for $800,000.00

Owner:  Shri Madhusudan LLC., Gilbert, AZ

Neighborhood:  St. Johns Neighborhood Assoc.

7740 N. Lombard: Josef Liebhardt of St. 
Johns estimates he has reported the former 
Dollar Tree store, a burned-out, intensely 
graf昀椀tied building, at least 16 times over 
the last year. The effects of the 昀椀re in 
March of 2022 are still visible. Over the 
last 19 months its exterior has become 
covered with graf昀椀ti. 

The building owner, N&N Real Estate, 
has encircled the site with a chain link 
fence, but a human-sized gap near the 
entrance allows easy access for graf昀椀ti 
practitioners and others. He told the 
North Peninsula Review the building has 
become so defaced that it gives a negative 
impression of the neighborhood, lowers 
property values and attracts criminal 
activity.

In one complaint to the city he wrote, 
“Since the 昀椀re, it has become a haven 
for activity including drug usage [and] 
graf昀椀ti...right in the middle of our 

neighborhood...The building owner seems 
to have no care for the neighborhood or 
the illegal activity happening on their 
property.”

Liebhardt has faithfully reported the 
increasing graf昀椀ti on the city webpage 
devoted to that purpose, yet an employee 
of the code enforcement of昀椀ce told the 
North Peninsula Review that graf昀椀ti is not 
a code violation. Nor is criminal activity. 
Code Enforcement cannot take action on 
either. For graf昀椀ti they refer people to the 
Of昀椀ce of Neighborhood Involvement. For 
criminal activity they advise calling the 
police. Because Liebhardt’s complaints do 
not use the speci昀椀c language that triggers 
an inspection, not even one inspector has 
visited the property.

7220 N. Lombard: Just a few blocks south, 
a large single-story of昀椀ce building with an 
equally large parking lot appears empty and 
has become increasingly decrepit. In 2003, 
after residents roundly rejected Multnomah 
County’s proposal to make the building 
a parole of昀椀ce, it was surplussed. The 
CountyCommission agreed to sell with this 
stipulation:
“...The RFP shall require each proposer 

to identify the proposed use of the property 

and to state how the use will contribute to 

the community.” 

~ Multnomah County Commission,   

Resolution No. 05-088, May 26, 2005

The blinds are all drawn on the windows 
facing Lombard, but a one-foot space at the 
bottom reveals a jumble of junk, unkempt 
and dusty. The large unmaintained parking 
lot contains two vehicles. One is covered 
what looks like mold or mildew from long 
exposure to weather. There are odds and ends 
of construction materials in the lot including 
large pipes. Even more telling are ancient piles 
of shrub clippings strewn throughout the lot.

The building’s alcove doorway currently 
has cobwebs and a 昀椀lthy rug that emanates a 
strong odor of urine. It appears that there was 
an attempt to kick in a lower window to gain 
entrance. The window is now covered with 
plywood. A small sign inside the main window 
says “MEIC-Charlton, Inc., Consulting, 
Engineers, and Scientists.” Another sign offers 
a phone number “For Entrance” that only 
connects to a voice messaging system. Though 
there is a small reception desk, it is obvious 

no one is there or has been for some time.

According to PortlandMaps, there was a 
nuisance report on the property in 2010 that 
listed as the complaint: “Dead shrubs/bushes 
creating a 昀椀re hazard.” Since that is a code 
violation it triggered an inspection. 

When asked about the inspection results, 
an employee of the City Code Enforcement 
Of昀椀ce said a letter was sent to the owner. 
It was unclear what if any action had been 
taken before the inspector issued a nuisance 
waiver. When asked what the grounds for 
a waiver was, the employee could not tell, 
but stated that the inspectors have a lot of 
leeway in dealing with violations. He added 
that inspectors are often lenient and violators 
are given anywhere from a few months to a 
year or more to 昀椀x violations. The employee 
also stated that the enforcement process is 
completely complaint driven. If there are no 
complaints, their of昀椀ce does not intervene.

2630 N. Lombard: The building and parking 
lot take up an entire block of Lombard 
frontage approximately a quarter mile north 
of the former Farmer’s Barn Tavern site. It is 
located within the Arbor Lodge neighborhood 
association boundary. Formerly Tom’s Pizza 
and Bar, it went out of business several years 
ago. The site appears to have been vacant for 
some time.

The building is completely covered top to 
bottom with large graf昀椀ti which as previously 
noted is not a code violation according to 
the City Code Enforcement Of昀椀ce. The 
parking lot is overgrown and very obviously 
unmaintained. Neighbors said trash was 
removed from the site by the City. There 
is a chain link fence around the parking lot 
and building but there is a gap large enough 
to allow easy access for those intent upon 
graf昀椀ti or other negative activities.

There have been complaints: 
• June 2023 – Trash and debris 
• April 2022 – Open storm drain entrances 
According to PortlandMaps a demolition 

permit was issued in July of 2023. A large 
excavator stands facing the building but has 
been there for at least several weeks with no 
discernible activity.  t

Graf昀椀ti covers the former Dollar Tree store

Parking lot at 7220 N. Lombard is unmaintained

former Parole Of昀椀ce boarded window near 
front entrance

2630 N. Lombard: former Tom’s Pizza 
and Sports Bar

Last sold: October 1995 for $240,000.00

Owner:  Codoco Inc., Scottsdale, AZ

Neighborhood:  Arbor Lodge Neighborhood Assoc.
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Business Corner by Liz Smith

Liz Smith

Bizzy Lizzie Social Media Marketing

www.bizzylizzysocialmediamarketing.com

415.200.7940

All American Menu

Craft Beers • NW Wines

Cocktails

Bar Open Daily 7am - Midnight

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

North Portland Classic

The

Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Visit onpointcu.com/locations

CHECKING & SAVINGS  •  HOME LOANS  •  AUTO LOANS  •  CREDIT CARDS  •  BUSINESS SERVICES

We take pride in this
community. After all, 

we live here too. 
For over 90 years, OnPoint has been a part 

of the Pacific Northwest. In that time, we have 
empowered people from all walks of life to 

achieve their financial goals. Drop by one of our 
56 branches. We’d love to introduce you to the 
financial tools and resources that can help you, 

your family and your community thrive. 

Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Last week I heard a statistic that 
gave me pause. In Q2, retail stores 
in Portland were reporting that sales 
were down 20-50% from last year 
(source: Bricks Need Mortar).

When I walk through St. Johns, 
I have hope when I see the streets 
昀椀lled with people and the bars and 
restaurants busy and active. Yet 
it’s a reminder that it is still critical 
that we take intentional actions and 
make purchasing decisions that will 
help our small businesses stay in 
business.

There are things that we all can do 
right now, even before the season 
of holidays and gift-giving is fully 
upon us. Visit your local businesses 
regularly! Stop in, even if you 
don’t need something. See what’s 
new and catch up on the latest 
happenings. If you are on social 
media and you see a cool event, 
product, class or service—share 
it and help them get the word out 
and 昀椀nd new customers and clients. 
This will especially help those new 
to the neighborhood discover all 

of our hidden gems and locals-only 
spots. Try to resist the lure of online 
shopping from the big guys if you can 
get the same thing locally—support 
the little guys, and it will reward you 
in so many ways (not least of all, that 
it truly feels good!)

The business association looks 
forward to helping our community 
celebrate the joys of the fall and 
winter months with events like the 
Fall Fling, Trick or Treat Walk, 
Tree Lighting and Ugly Sweater 
shopping and bar crawl. Bringing 
you these events is a combined effort 
of the Boosters board, volunteers, 
our sponsoring partners like Venture 
Portland and Prosper Portland, and 
the generous businesses that make up 
this wonderful district. We are also 
partnering with the North Peninsula 
Review to 昀椀nd new ways to make 
it even easier for you to shop—stay 
tuned! 

Lastly, as my term as President 
of the SJBBA comes to an end this 
November, I wanted to say what an 
absolute pleasure and privilege it has 
been to serve this business district 
for the past four years, and I value 
all of the incredible connections I 
have made through doing this work. 
You will be in excellent hands going 
forward and I know I am biased, but I 
truly believe that St. Johns is the best 
neighborhood in Portland! 
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WILLS       TRUSTS        PROTECTIVE PROCEEDINGS

Free Wills, Trusts & Probate Seminar

Sunday October 15th, November 12th, and December 17th

Noon to 2pm       7512 N Berkeley Ave

See our Facebook for new display 

windows and fun light bulbs

Facebook.com/SunlanLighting

3901 N Mississippi Ave  •  503-281-0453

www.SunlanLighting.com

“The Lightbulb Lady”
ALL your bulbs for
office and home

 

Once a Braided River Documentary sells out:  
another showing at SJ Twin Cinema on Dec. 5  

Kotek moves from North Portland

New Taqueria in St. Johns

8

11am-1pm

The locally made documentary, Once a 

Braided River sold out on September 12, but 
another showing is planned at the St. Johns 
Twin Cinemas on Tuesday, December 5. 
It will feature a panel discussion after the 
showing.

Barbara Bernstein of KBOO’s popular 
segment Locus Focus, is the creator of the 
documentary and the facilitator of the panel.

Babs Adamski, Community Organizer/Career Coach and St. Johns neighbor.

There’s a 
new taqueria on 
N. Fessenden 
at Midway: 
Taqueria Flores. 
There have been 
at least three 
other taquerias 
in the low-
slung building 
but Taqueria 
Flores has a 

new feel and the owners, Hugo Flor 
and Flor Jasmine Azucena Jimenez are 
realizing a long-
held dream. When 
these two friends 
saw an opportunity 
to start and run a 
new taqueria, their 
shared name made 
Taqueria Flores the 
natural choice. As 
Flor says, "With all 
our 昀氀ower names we 
had to be Flores!"

Hugo and Flor 
have been friends 
for years. Hugo had 
worked as a cook at 
Rose City Taqueria, 
one of the earlier 
businesses in this 
same building. Flor 
has owned Susy’s 
Tienda across the 
street for 8 years. She purchased the store 
from her uncle after working there for 昀椀ve 
years as an employee.

During the time that Flor has owned 
Susy’s, the taqueria across the street had 
changed hands several times.

When the taqueria across the street 
closed, Flor saw an opportunity. She 
combined efforts with her friend Hugo 
who’d been the cook.

Flor has worked in her store, 昀椀rst as her 
uncle’s employee and then, after buying 
the business from him eight years ago, as 
the owner. She worked hard to shape it into 
a reliable place for fresh meats, cold beer 
and all the traditional Mexican pastries 
and staples. One thing she noticed was that 
there were many people who stopped into 
her business early in the day, needing some 
good food before starting work.

Once it became clear that Hugo and Flor 
would be able to take possession of the 
building and start their new restaurant, 
they set hours from 7a.m. to 10p.m. The 
two owners decided that being open early 
was important, as Flor said, “I knew that 
the early workers needed hot food” and 
“We can make whatever you want in the 
morning. We have fresh tortillas all day.”

This means very long days for this 
pair and their staff of eight employees. 
Before they were able to open it to the 
public, though, they spent a full month 
doing a deep clean, painting the interior 
and exterior walls with bright colors and 
installing new kitchen equipment and 
dining room furniture.

The full menu offers authentic Mexican 
food that is prepared by Hugo and the 
kitchen staff with care and passion. At the 
register, there is a note requesting patience 
as each dish is prepared at the time of 
ordering.

I stopped in last 
month to interview 
Flor early on a 
weekday morning. 
There was a feeling 
of preparation for 
the day and there 
were a number of 
regular customers 
having breakfast or 
picking up food to 
go. Flor says that it 
is not unusual to see 
the same person at 
breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. Flor and Hugo 
have long days in 
the taqueria but talk 
about the restaurant 
energetically. The 
employees stopped 
during a slow 

moment to sing in the kitchen, seemingly 
for a birthday.

Flor still owns her store across the street 
but has been relying more on her family 
members, including her daughter, son-in-
law, son and husband to manage all the 
tasks of two businesses. She says, “We 
wake up early to be here but it is worth it.”

Flor and Hugo are building a following. 
They have catered lunches for local 
businesses and provided food for a graduation 
event at Roosevelt High School. Flor was 
pleased with the reception. “I like to help the 
schools, my church and my community. It 
feels good to hear that the food was good and 
they felt the love in the food.”

The menu at Taqueria Flores has 
everything from full dinner meals to 
churros for snacks. Flor looks forward to 
eventually having the opportunity to sell 
beer and mojitos to go with their dinners. 
They also look forward to a small remodel 
project that would open a wall up to have 
access to the side patio. For now, however, 
they are taking efforts to grow slowly and 
carefully. This is their shared dream.

You can 昀椀nd Taqueria Flores at 7007 
N Fessenden. They're open daily from 
7a.m. to 10p.m. and they take phone 
orders at 503-384-2163.  t

The documentary explores the lower 
Willamette River adjacent to North 
Portland. It is the river segment most 
affected by pollution.

Many of the activists featured in the 昀椀lm 
are also on the panel, and the audience 
enjoyed asking questions.

The documentary also touched on issues 
around fossil fuel infrastructure near the 
river.  t

by Barbara Quinn

Governor Tina Kotek released a 
statement in late September that she and 
her wife, Aimee Wilson Kotek, had sold 
their house at 7930 N. Wabash Avenue. 
They will remain at the Mahonia Hall 
governor’s mansion in Salem, where 
they moved last January, according to 
Oregonlive.com.

Kotek purchased the North Wabash 
home in Kenton in October 2005. The 
state-provided Mahonia Hall is an 
11,400-square-foot home two miles 
from the Oregon State Capitol. The six-
bedroom, four-bathroom mansion built in 
1924 includes a ballroom, wine cellar and 
formal gardens.  t

Flor Jasmine Azucena Jimenez & Hugo Flor
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Rider comeback tops Jefferson in 13-12 nail-biter
by Mark Kirchmeier

Your local agent for home & auto
Reggie Guyton State Farm Insurance

JEFFERSON HIGH FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

10/6

10/12

10/20

10/27 

7pm

7pm

7pm

7pm

@ IDA B. WELLS

@ FRANKLIN

vs. CLEVELAND

vs.  McDANIEL 

8180 N Lombard. Call me for a quote

503-289-3601

The Roosevelt boys soccer squad is also turning heads with a 5-2-1 record 
and even broke into the state top ten for one week. The volleyball team is 2-8, 
but has won two PIL league games. The cross-country program graduated 
superstar Will Heslam who is now on the University of Oregon varsity. The 
Rider harriers just had their 昀椀rst PIL meet and the North Peninsula Review 
will report future results.  t

Roosevelt’s homecoming win

The Portland City Council has unanimously selected Roosevelt High School Jazz 
Band teacher Jason Margolis to become a Cultural Laureate for the City of Portland.  
A Cultural Laureate is charged with championing arts and culture in Portland. “I 
believe in the transformative power of music and its ability to bridge communities, 
cultures, and generations, Margolis said, after winning the appointment. He will 
serve through June 30, 2025.

Commissioner Dan Ryan, the city’s Arts Liaison, nominated Margolis for the 
prestigious position. Margolis has been widely lauded for building Portland’s 
Roosevelt High School stellar music program including the Jazz Band that last year 
won the 6A Oregon Music Education Association State Jazz Band Championship.  t

RHS teacher Jason Margolis named
Portland Cultural Laureate

“Energizer bunny” leads Rider soccer

RHS boys soccer is turning heads 

Roosevelt’s girls soccer team has rocketed to 
a 6-1-1 start tying Cleveland for 昀椀rst-place in the 
Portland Interscholastic League (PIL).

RHS Coach Jaimie Facchini lauds senior 
captain Kennedy Chauncey whom he likened 
to “the energizer bunny” for tirelessly playing 
all over the 100-yard 昀椀eld. Chauncey already 
scored three goals this season. Facchini also 
touts senior Hazel Levin as another leader. 
“She’s a beast on the 昀椀eld, and is never afraid 
to step to the ball or take a tackle. She’s scored 
three goals, all from outside the 40-yard line,” 
said Facchini. The Rider mentor also singled 
out junior center back Ellie Heslam, a speed 
merchant, who has four goals.  t

RHS players celebrating

photos by Keagan O’Connor

From left, Commissioners Mingus Mapps, and Dan Ryan, 

Cultural Laureates Jason Margolis, and Joaquin Lopez, 

Commissioners Carmen Rubbio and Rene Gonzalez, and

Laura Jaramillo being honored for work with Ecumenical Ministries

Nearly 1,500 
spectators crowded into 
Roosevelt’s football 
bleachers for the 100th 
centennial Homecoming 
Game on September 29, 
and few could appreciate 
the evening more than 
the 89-year-old man in the stands 
wearing a resplendent black and 
yellow letterman’s jacket with his 
“1953” class year emblazoned it. 
“It’s exciting to be here, where I went 
to school and played football,” said 
Gerald Noce, a three-year varsity 
RHS letterman from 1950-52 seasons, 
as he watched this year’s Rider team 
overwhelm Cleveland 48-6.

   Other Roosevelt alumni 
came from all over the city to 
celebrate the centennial pre-game 

barbecue and game, including 
Multnomah County Sheriff 
Mike Reese and Portland City 
Commissioner Dan Ryan. 

    As for the football, 
Roosevelt got off to a 
respectable start leading 
Cleveland 21-6 at halftime 

including a touchdown strike from 
Caelen Riley to Jasmere Davis and 
offensive linemen Vai Takau and 
Max Walker springing Dontrell 
“Chuckie” Betts for a 16-yard 
touchdown run.  Roosevelt then 
absolutely lit up the second-half 
with touchdown runs by Betts and 
Kadan Welch, another touchdown 
toss from Riley to Davis, and score 
by Demir Johnson. The Riders have 
a (4-1) record and will likely move 
up in the state OSAA Top Ten 
rankings.  t

Roosevelt fought back from a 
12-0 halftime de昀椀cit to nip host 
Jefferson in the 昀椀nal minutes for a 
13-12 victory on Sept. 15.

Demo quarterback Brave 
Johnson’s precision passing 
produced two second-quarter 
touchdown strikes to wide 
receiver Montral Brazille. 
The Riders (2-1) struggled on 
offense in the 昀椀rst half and hurt 
themselves with major penalties 
and fumble, but in the second 
half the Roosevelt defense stuffed 
the Demos’ running game and 
relentlessly chased Johnson out of 
the pocket. The Riders’ running 
attack also started clicking 
culminating with Dontrell Betts’ 
10-yard touchdown run with 
10:48 remaining in the game to 
narrow Jefferson’s lead to 12-6. 

On the Demos’next 
possession, Rider defensive back 
Jemarrion Causey intercepted a 
Johnson long bomb and galloped 
65 yards to the Jefferson eight-
yard line. Two plays later, Betts 
squirted through for six-yard 
run to tie the game 12-12. 
Roosevelt’s place kicker Owen 
Nathan kicked a clutch extra 
point for the 13-12 win before 
nearly 1,500 fans, including 
a large, robust RHS cheering 
section.

“Our defensive front seven 
players played the (Jefferson) run 
well and our offensive line moved 
the line of scrimmage helping 
Dontrelle Betts pick up yards all 
night and his hard running paid 
off in the second half,” said coach 
Ryan McCants.  t



Rewilding 101: Ancient ways of Knowing for a more resilient future,          
Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25, 5:30pm–8pm, Wednesdays, Virtually via Zoom with Peter Michael 
Bauer. Graduate-style class with an ideological focus, speaking to the hows and whys of 
rewilding along with its anthropological, ecological, and psychological principles. 

University of Portland Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Combo concert, Oct. 6, 6pm, at 
Mago Hunt Recital Hall, 5000 N. Willamette Blvd.

North Star Village Annual Handwork Bazaar, Oct. 7, 11am-3pm, Classic Foods, 
817 NE Madrona St., Portland. Quilting, stitchery, weaving, jewelry, clothing, holiday 
decorations, stained glass.

Willamette Cove Environmental Field Day, Oct. 7, 10am-2pm. In the park adjacent 
to 7654 N. Crawford. Explore the science of environmental cleanups while learning about 
Willamette Cove. Fun for all ages. Park at N. Crawford and N. Pierce. 

The Big Halloween Parade, Oct. 7, 6:30pm kickoff event for month-long Halloween 
town events in old town St. Helens with Pumpkin Lighting at 7:30pm.
University Singers & Bel Canto Concert, Oct. 7, 7pm, Buckley Center Auditorium, 
5000 N. Willamette Blvd.

Overlook Community bike ride, Oct. 8, meet at Stacks Coffeehouse around 9:30am 
for coffee and conversation, leave around 10am. Every 2nd Sunday.
University Wind Symphony & Orchestra Concert, Oct. 8, 3pm, Bauccio 
Commons, 5000 N. Willamette Blvd.

Career & Internship Fair, Oct. 11, 1-4pm, Washington State University, 14204 N.E. 
Salmon Creek Ave., Vancouver, WA, Firstenburg Student Commons. If you would like to 
register your organization 360-546-9155.
Plein Air Watercolor Class, Oct 14, 10am-1pm, Upper Meadow of Baltimore Woods 
corridor, Ronna Fujisawa, Salty Water Art will teach a free landscape watercolor class. All 
skill levels welcome. Bring what supplies you have available. Don’t worry if you don’t 
have everything, as she says, we will improvise. Sign up at: Betsyvalle@gmail.com. 
Arbor Day celebration at McCoy Park, Oct. 14 with Urban Forestry doing a Large 
Tree Giveaway and Heritage Tree Booth.

Arbor Lodge Pesticide Free Park clean up at Arbor Lodge Park, Oct. 15, 9am-
12pm, Register at SOLVE.org, Check-in will be located on the SW corner of the park 
by the baseball 昀椀eld. (N Dekum St near N Burrage Ave)
Sparrowhawk Natives Plant Sale, Oct 20, 21. Pick up at the Peace Lutheran 
Church parking lot at 2201 N. Rosa Parks Blvd, Oct 20th and 21st. Volunteers still 
needed. Go to ArborLodgeNeighborhood.com sign up on SignUpGenius.

Baltimore Woods Work Party, Oct. 21, 9-12noon, see FriendsOfBaltimoreWoods.com 
for location. Sign up at SOLVE. Every 3rd Saturday.
How to Pay for College workshop, Oct. 25, 5:30-6:30pm, Washington State 
University, 14204 N.E. Salmon Creek Ave., Vancouver, WA, Dengerink Administration 
Building, Room 110, brenda_alling@wsu.edu for info.

Kids Halloween Party at Overlook House, Oct. 31, 3-6pm, 3839 N. Melrose Drive. 
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Chill NFill Food Carts: 5215 N. Lombard, new food carts are King Philly Cheesteak, 
Los Borrachos, Picone’s Quality Deli, The Chill Cafe, Abbas, Eny’s Table, Indian Tadka 
House and Bodacious Beans. Great food, craft beer & live music nightly come together.

Naan N Curry, Indian Resaurant, 8735 N. Lombard St., facebook.com/naanncurry.
Flores Tacqueria, 7007 N. Fessenden St., see more on page 4.
Working Class Acupuncture North, of昀椀cially opens Oct. 8, 7510 N. Portsmouth 
Ave. Treatments are sliding scale $20-$40. Rest as long as you like. Walk-ins 
welcome or book online workingclassacupuncture.org. Weekly schedule with an 
hour rest time after last seatings: Sat & Sun 10am-2pm; Tue 8:30am-12:30pm; Thur 
2:30-6:30pm; Fri 12-4pm.
Kruger Food Carts, 7316 N Lombard St., newest additions:

Kuma Frost-ice Cream & Frozen Yogurt, Gourmet ice cream and sorbet made in 
very small batches every day on-site. Yelp review: “Great selection of juice varieties 
and food choices….Delicious and staff was helpful and cheerful.”

Mero Gyro-Mediterranean, 503-764-5234
Two of Us-breakfast Sandwiches and Tots, Yelp review, “Seriously delicious 
breakfast sandwiches. I recommend going with whatever the special is that day, or 
the St. Helens! I haven’t had a sandwich here that didn’t blow me away.”

No Clucks-vegan Chicken and Softserve, a food truck located in the St. Johns Beer 
Porch dedicated to delicious plant based chick’n sandwiches, nuggets, and more!

Cathedral Park beach cleanup
Photos by Willie Levenson and Barbara Quinn

Faith Directory

ABUNDANT LIFE

CHURCH

3935 N. Lombard

503-289-8636

Sunday morning worship - 11am

HOLY CROSS

CATHOLIC CHURCH

5227 N. Bowdoin

503-289-2834

Mass  
Times:

5pm Saturday Mass
9am Sunday Mass
12pm Spanish Mass
8:30am T - F Mass 

New Businesses on the Peninsula

October Events

South Beach

BEFORE

Willie Levenson

Rocks piled up for 

removal

Volunteers

moving rock

150 volunteers help remove rock and debris

South Beach

AFTER
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Explore the science of environmental cleanups while learning
about Willamette Cove!

• Test your skills with science challenges
• All-ages scavenger hunt and games
• Exploration stations for learning about Willamette Cove

history and imagining its future
• Meet the scientists working at Willamette Cove
• Connect with community groups

Cindy Scheel & Edmond 
Stone’s yard in the Portsmouth 
neighborhood is hard to miss. 
The corner lot at N. Houghton 
and N. Exeter is surrounded 
completely on two sides by a high 
hedge topped with whimsical 
topiary 昀椀gures, among them is a 
mermaid, a whale, a peacock, a 
unicorn and a camel.

Signs describe the characters 
and their origins. Cindy and 
Edmond held a party in late 
September to celebrate the 
lighting of the topiaries to 
highlight the characters in the 
evening.

Scheel is the creator of  the 
topiaries. Below is an interview 
with her. (edited for clarity and space)

BQ: How did you get started 
doing topiaries?
CS: My grandmother taught 
me how to do it. She was a 
very magical person. She had a 
hedge that had topiary animals 
in it, topiary sculptures, that she 
created I think starting in the 
1930’s. So, by the time I came 
along and was a little person 
spending the coveted weekends 
at grandma’s house, that was my 
favorite thing. She used to tell 
me that at midnight the animals 

would jump off the hedge and 
dance in the backyard. So I 
always begged to stay at my 
grandmothers house, but only on 
the full moon so I could watch 
the animals. Many times I would 
wake up with my head on a 
window sill trying to stay awake. 
I never did. 

BQ: You tried to so you could 
see the animals dance?
CS: I’m absolutely sure they 
did dance, I just never stayed up 
late enough. But that was truly 
magical and when I bought this 
house the week after I graduated 
from University of Portland (I’m 
actually from St. Johns), I bought 
it because it had a hedge. It was 
virtually derelict at the time, but 
I’ve had a few years to work on 
it, about 40-odd years now.
I wanted a hedge, because I 
wanted to create a topiary. So, I 
came by it very much entrenched 
in my desire to do topiary. If you 
have a bucket list when you’re 
昀椀ve, this was it.
BQ: That’s charming.
CS: It’s my therapy, it’s my 
passion, and I absolutely believe, 
especially nowadays when things 
are a little rougher around the 
edges than we wish they were, 
this just makes people so happy.
BQ: What is the inspiration for 
the characters?
CS: Most of the time the hedge 
tells you what it wants. You 
don’t get to control it really, but 
the duck, Gertrude, was my 昀椀rst 
topiary. My grandmother had a 
duck on her topiary so that was 
the homage to my grandmother. 

She said to start with something 
easy, which that one is. Not many 
are, but that one is. (Laughs). That 
was the inspiration for that one, 
but every other one has either 
done what it wanted to do or it 
was a gift. 

BQ: Interesting. So your 昀椀rst 
topiary was the duck?
CS: Yes, Gertrude. She has two 
ducklings. She’s named after 
as you might guess, the brave 
duck in Jules Verne’s Journey 

to the Center of the Earth. My 
grandmother read us that story 
when I was a little girl. There’s 
a character who carries a duck 
into the center of the earth. A 
brave little duck. Her children 
are not so well behaved. Jules 
is. He’s a stalwart little duck. 
Verne? Verne’s always late. 
He’s got attitude. They all have 
personalities. 

BQ: There’s a giant dragon head 
at the end of the hedge. How did 
you arrive at a dragon?
CS: Oh I needed one. Uther 
Pendragon has an interesting 
story. They all have stories, but 
his I put on a placard because 

everyone would ask. He is the 
head of the topiary. He wasn’t 
the 昀椀rst one but he’s the head, 
literally he has a very, very big 
head. He is my dragon at the 
gate. He guards the property. 
He is very magical. I think 
I told you about what my 
grandmother said about her 
topiary by the light of the moon. 
So mine has the same thing. 
I 昀椀gured it was fair because 
it runs in the family. So, the 
legend of this topiary is that, 
this is all Uther (pointing to the 
entire hedge). The entire hedge 
is Uther and his friends live on 
his back. 

BQ: And the bridge?
CS: So the bridge in the 
middle, that’s the St. Johns 
Bridge since I’m from St. 
Johns, I had to. Yeah, So those 
(bridge spires) are typically 
his wings folded I tell people. 
And when corn is harvested on 
Sauvie Island, he takes all his 
friends to Sauvie Island on his 
back. And then he blows his 
昀椀re on the remaining corn in 
the 昀椀elds, they all eat popcorn, 
and then they come back and 
rest for a year. So that’s what 
he does.

BQ: No wonder the preschool 
kids want to check it every day.
CS: Yes. I’ve told them to look 
out their window on the full 
moon after the harvest. They 
just might see them. It’s a little 
bit like seeing Santa’s sleigh. 
You have to look carefully. I 
know it’s there, you just have to 
catch it.   t
   Cindy and Edmond welcome 

neighbors to stroll by and enjoy 

their lighted topiaries and 

seasonal décor.

Portsmouth couple’s creative hedge charms neighbors by Barbara Quinn

Cindy Scheel and Edmond Stone
standing under the St. Johns Bridge

topiary
Gertrude the brave duck from 

Journey to the Center of the Earth

Uther Pendragon gaurds the gate
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Affordable Cremation Arrangements

Memorial, Funeral & Preplanning, too.

HUSTAD FUNERAL HOME
7232 N. Richmond Avenue, Portland, OR 97203

www.HustadFuneralHome.com

Privately Owned and Operated Since 1958

503-286-9663

A昀昀ordable Cremation Arrangements
Memorial, Funeral & Preplanning, too.

HUSTAD FUNERAL HOMEHUSTAD FUNERAL HOME
7232 N. Richmond Avenue, Portland, OR 97203

www.HustadFuneralHome.com

Privately Owned and Operated Since 1958

503-286-9663

Letters to the Editor

ROYAL ENFIELD

GENUINE MOTORCYCLES

ROYAL ALLOY • SYM

8501 N LOMBARD ST

ST JOHNS

PORTLAND OREGON

971.266.4345

WWW.SABATINOMOTO.COM

8338 N. Lombard

503-247-1066

www.johnstreetcafe.com

Business & Service Directory Hello all,

I love and applaud SOLVE and Human Access 
Project’s work to make our river more accessible for 
public leisure and human-powered recreation at the 
Cathedral Park beach. The 9/16 event was a tremendous 
success! However, I do have an urgent concern I’m 
hoping can be addressed before the heavy machinery 
work gets much farther.  

There are number of large pyramidal concrete 
elements that remain from the days of the huge lumber 
mills in St. Johns. These are historic supports for all the 
piers and loading docks that served the industry. I feel 
they ought to be held onto for history, as was done with 
remnant artifacts around the BES Water Lab.   

Artifacts of history like these can become focal points 
of a sort that enrich people’s experience of the beach, 
make the space feel much larger, in a way, by stretching 
it back over time.  

I apologize for this plea not being more proactively set 
out. I’m just trying to get the word out to the community 
at large, and I’m trying to contact as many possible 
champions of St. Johns history as possible. It would be 
sad for these sentinels of past glory to be destroyed.  

Thank you very much. Respectfully, 
Jim Barnas, Cathedral Park neighborhood 

Quality

Supplies

for Dogs & Cats

8326 N Lombard

Portland, OR 97203

Downtown St. Johns

Serge Ouattara
971-255-0772

trebonestore@comcast.net

www.trebone.net
See website for hours

OPEN DAILY AT 12PM

*1700  N KILLINGSWORTH ST.*

OVERLOOK TAPROOM

503.206.4405 | @DOUBLEMOUNTAIN

DOUBLEMOUNTAINBREWERY.COM

Protect historic piers

P&P
Apiaries

YES!

is still
Employing Thousands

of NoPo Worker Bees.

We’re happy to announce  

2023 Summer honey

is here.

Call 503-708-6883 to

make arrangements.

CHIROPRACTIC

MASSAGE

INFRARED SAUNA

CRYOTHERAPY

7429 N Lombard
503.468.5848

vidapdxchiro.com
for appointments

SCAN ME
WITH YOUR

CAMERA

8005 N. Lombard St.

Portland, OR 97203

Contact us (503) 289-9505

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR YOUR PARTY ATTIRE

QUINCEANERAS, WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS

COMMUNIONS, & PROMS

~

Peter V. Teneau, a beloved member of the 
community, passed away on June 30, 2023, at 
the age of 94 in Portland, Oregon. Born on May 
7, 1929, in New Rochelle, New York, Peter was 
a remarkable individual who made a signi昀椀cant 
impact on the lives of those around him. 

Peter Teneau was a life-long learner, teacher, 
inventor, activist, sculptor, drummer, master 
gardener, and artist. With a great sense 
of humor, he brought joy to everyone he 
encountered. He was an avid environmentalist 
and played an instrumental role in protecting 
the wetlands in North Portland.

In his early years, Peter served as a 昀椀rst 
lieutenant in the US Army, stationed in Korea 
from 1952 to 1954. His military service was 
marked by dedication and bravery.

Following his military service, Peter pursued 
his passion for art and design. He was a well-
loved professor at Everett Community College 

and Lin昀椀eld College, where he inspired countless 
students with his expertise and creativity.

Peter’s devotion to education extended beyond 
the classroom. He studied engineering at Sampson 
College and Cornell University, where he earned 
a BS in Hotel Management. Additionally, he 
graduated with distinction from San Jose State 
University, obtaining an MA in sculpture. 

Peter Teneau’s impact was not limited to his 
professional pursuits. He was a loving husband 
to his wife, Nancy Cushwa, and a devoted father 
to his daughter, Letitia Teneau Sword. Peter 
also cherished his role as a grandfather to Peter 
Sword and Alexandra Colvin, as well as a great-
grandfather to Anabella, Jackson, and Camden 
Colvin.

The Vendanta Society provided Peter with a 
sanctuary for his spiritual journey. It was a place 
where he found solace and inspiration.

In memory of Peter V. Teneau, contributions 
can be made to Columbia Riverkeepers, an 
organization close to his heart.

Peter Teneau’s legacy will forever be 
remembered and cherished by all those who had 
the privilege of knowing him. He leaves behind 
a lasting impact on the community and will be 
deeply missed. 

Best ~ Nancy Cushwa

Peter Teneau 1929 - 2023

Corrections: The St. Johns Center for Opportunity (SJCO) owns and operates the St. Johns Farmers Market. 
The SJCO will debut a Harvest Market from 10 am to 2 pm on Sunday, Nov. 18. Susan Bladholm is the founder 
of the Frog Ferry project.
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www.NorthPortlandAttorney.com  (503) 286-7178

—  E X P E RT I S E  —

AU TO  AC C I D E N T S   : :   U N I N S U R E D  M OTO R I S T  C L A I M S

P E D E S T R I A N  AC C I D E N T S

P R E M I S E S  I N J U R I E S   : :   B I C Y C L E  AC C I D E N T S

Interstate Dental Clinic
We Care—44 Years of Continual Service

We observe all safety precautions to 
COVID 19 including aerosol exposure!

Dr. Edward E. Ward
Member Academy of General Dentistry

Life member of American Dental Association

Doctor of Business Administration

“If you don’t have dental coverage, join Dr. Ward’s Dental Plan to get

the help you need” Dr. Ward “The man with the dental plan”

Cut out this ad, and bring it with you for great discounts.

Of昀椀ce Hours:
Wed. 8am - 5pm

Thu. 8am - 5pm

Fri.  8am - 5pm

Sat.  8am - 5pm

Sun. 1pm - 5pm
(Special Request)

Email: DrWard@teleport.com

Main Line: 503-285-5307
www.DrWardInterstateDental.com

5835 N. Interstate Ave.
24-Hour Care Line  •  Weekend Appointments  •  On Bus Line

 

 Local Matters!
See North Peninsula Review for all Local Matters

Tom Karwaki 
is the Chair of 

NPNS Inc. and 

Chair of the 

University Park 

Neighborhood 

Association

Guest Opinion

  

The City of Portland shuttered the 
historic Kenton Fire Station in 1959. But 
after years of neglect neighbors rallied to 
have the structure placed on the National 
Historic Registry in 1976 and converted into 
a community center the following year. But 
current budget cutting has put the venerable 
bulding’s future in doubt—until now.

The Firehouse, located at N. Brandon Ave 
and N. Scho昀椀eld St, was built in 1913 as a 
joint venture between the City of Portland, 
the Swift Packing Company and Kenwood 
Development Corp. (Kenton was once the 
largest stockyard west of the Rockies.) 
As the 昀椀rst 昀椀re station in North Portland, 
its horse-drawn engines gallantly put out 
major industrial 昀椀res along the railroad 
tracks and docks. 

Beginning in 1994, after a long legal battle 
among North Portland neighborhoods, 
the city created the North Portland 
Neighborhood Services District Coalition. 
It was the 昀椀rst in the city. They then hired 
Tom Grif昀椀n-Valade to be its director until 
he retired in 2019. He was succeeded by 
Mary Jaron Kelley, the current director.

The 昀椀rehouse acts as headquarters and 
a meeting place for all North Portland 
neighborhoods and their projects. The North 
Portland Tool Library operates from the 
Firehouse basement and serves over 6,000 
residents each year. The building hosts over 
a hundred events each year, from weddings 
to trainings to youth camps, and has 
advanced level media for hybrid meetings. 

The City’s Of昀椀ce of Community and Civic 
Life currently owns the building. Under the 

citizen-approved City Charter ballot measure, 
all facilities like the Firehouse will be taken 
over by the mayor’s Of昀椀ce of Management & 
Finance (OMF). The 昀椀rehouse, as a historic 
structure, has some higher maintenance costs 
and is an unreinforced masonry building. As a 
result, an OMF staff report recommends it be 
declared surplus and sold or possibly torn down. 

Fortunately, there is a community-based 
non-pro昀椀t 昀椀ghting to save the Kenton 
Firehouse. It’s the twenty-year-old non-pro昀椀t 
known as North Portland Neighborhood 
Services, Inc. (NPNS Inc.) that provides 
insurance to neighborhood associations, 
as well as community-based and BIPOC 
groups. The organization is ready and willing 
to steward and run the Kenton Firehouse 
permanently to serve North Portlanders.   

Negotiations are underway for the city 
to turn the Firehouse over to the NPNS 
neighborhood group to control, operate—
and most importantly—save the Firehouse. 
But we need the public’s help. Please 
contact Commissioner Dan Ryan and Mayor 
Wheeler to ask them to persuade city staff 
to save the Kenton Firehouse by giving it to 
NPNS Inc.

Help Save the Historic Kenton Firehouse

North Peninsula Review
         

Welcome Dr. Neil, advice columnist
Send your questions to AskDrNeil@yahoo.com. You will remain anonymous. 

Dear Concerned,

Hoarding behavior, as exhibited by your older 
brother, affects an estimated 2% to 6% of the 
population—about 5 to 14 million people. It is linked 
to early trauma such as having an alcoholic parent 
like your father and to parents who have dif昀椀culty 
communicating love like both your parents, or to 
other physical, emotional, and sexual trauma.  

Hoarding is a coping mechanism that can 
help regulate emotions. Hoarders have trouble 
categorizing items into valuable and non-valuable. 
Hoarders may dread wasting an object and form 
emotional attachments to them. 

Trying to intervene is dif昀椀cult since hoarding is 
not amenable to logical interventions by family 
or friends. Hoarding is most successfully treated 

by healthcare professionals, but family and 
close friends can learn to support the hoarder by 
following these suggestions. They should appear 
understanding and helpful rather than critical.

• Instead of “Why don’t you get rid of this stuff?” 
ask why an item is important to the person.

• Instead of “You don’t need this junk,” remember 
that all items are valuable to a hoarder.

• Instead of “I’m going to help you sort and throw 
things away,” you might suggest discarding 
something small.

• Instead of “Why can’t you stop collecting stuff,” 
remember hoarding is a compulsive addiction.

• Instead of “How can you live like this?” you 
might suggest it is a health and safety issue.

These resources can help:
The National Association of Productivity and 

Organizing Professionals offers a directory of 
organizers who can help with decluttering and 
cleaning. The International OCD Foundation 
provides resources for support groups. 

Hoarders.com has educational sessions to help 
people with hoarding disorder. 1-800-Hoarders 
offers a 24-hour helpline to refer for remedial help.

The best help for your brother can be a referral 
to therapies that specialize in trauma/compulsive 
behavior. The most effective treatments bypass the 
conscious mind and intervene at the underlying 
causes of symptoms. Examples of therapeutic 
interventions include (more details on these can be 
found at NorthPeninsulaReview.com):
• EMDR (Emotional Movement Desensitization 
and Reprocessing)
• Somatic therapies
• Biofeedback therapies
• EFT (Emotional Freedom Technique)
• CBT (Cognitive Behavioral Therapy) It is often 
taught in a group setting with the additional 
goal of decreasing isolation by increasing social 
support activities. 

Dr. Neil Weiner is a 
retired psychologist with 
over 40-years’ experience 
as a private practitioner, 
consultant, and part-time 
professor. He was chosen 
Teacher of the Year 昀椀ve times 
at the University of Phoenix.

He is an alternative 
health practitioner who 
uses a natural approach 

to healing. He utilizes practices including: EMDR, 
Reiki, mindfulness-based practices to reduce stress, 
and guided meditation and relaxation, among others 
(details at NorthPeninsulaReview.com).

He co-authored Shattered Innocence, a book about 
sexual trauma. He has also written three novels, a 
children’s book as well as screen plays.

 Dr. Neil and his wife Lettie moved to North 
Portland to be closer to family.

Dr. Neil Weiner

How can I help brother, a hoarder? 
Dr. Neil, How do I help a sibling who is a hoarder 
and sometimes goes through the garbage to retrieve 
items. Our dad was an alcoholic and emotionally 
unavailable. So was our mother.   Concerned sister
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Never miss another issue.

A $20/year regular or the $40 Supporter-level subscription

brings the paper right to you.

Sign up easily at www.NorthPeninsulaReview.com

or send your name and address to
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District 2: Meet the 昀椀rst candidates

Peninsula Crossing Trail reboot by Barbara Quinn

David Burnell has lived in 
District 2 since 2016 in various 
areas including Boise-Eliot 
neighborhood, and the New 
Columbia neighborhood. He 
currently lives in the Woodlawn 
neighborhood. He is a Certi昀椀ed 
Drug and Alcohol Counselor whose 
background has included work 
in culturally speci昀椀c programs 
for African American youth, and 
inpatient treatment for biological 
female youth. “As a person in 
recovery, I am called to serve those 
suffering with addiction and mental 
health needs.”

ST. JOHNS

CATHEDRAL
PARK PORTSMOUTH

UNIVERSITY
PARK

HAYDEN

ISLAND

KENTON

BRIDGETON

EAST COLUMBIA

ARBOR
LODGE

PIEDMONT

OVERLOOK

HUMBOLDT

BOISE

ELIOT

LLOYD
DISTRICT

KING

WOODLAWN

SUNDERLAND

CULLY
CONCORDIA

VERNON

SABIN

IRVINGTON

SULLIVANS
GULCH

HOLLYWOOD

GRANT PARK

ALAMEDA

BEAUMONT
WILSHIRE

PORTLAND
AIRPORT

City of Portland

District 2 Map
Adopted August 21

I-5

I-84
I-5

As part of the new city government approved by voters last November, the city was split into four 
districts. Under the new structure, voters will elect three council members to represent each district. 
Although the election will be held next year, early candidates for District 2 encompassing North and part of 
NE Portland have emerged. The 昀椀rst two candidates for City Council from District 2 are Debbie Kitchin and 
David Burnell.

Debbie Kitchin David Burnell

Debbie has lived in the 
Sullivan’s Gulch neighborhood 
in District 2 for 40 years. She and 
her husband have owned their 
own construction business in 
SE Portland for 30 years. They 
build housing and some light 
commercial buildings.

What she particularly likes 
about District 2 are the small 
business corridors and the strong 
community feel.

Her priorities for council are 
homelessness and all the issues 

surrounding it including the 
housing shortage and drug and 
alcohol addictions. She also 
would like to focus on issues 
around climate change and 
public safety. 

How does she feel about 
the issue of fossil fuels as the 
root cause of climate change? 
“We need to enhance and 
strengthen alternatives... I think 
there are a lot of things the 
city can do to support that.” 
She feels it will depend on 
partnerships with state, regional 
and federal government. “We 
need to prepare and plan for a 
transition. We need to do the 
steps on a continuous basis, but 
I don’t think it’s possible to 
just stop using fossil fuels over 
night.”

Additional thoughts: “And 
I am especially committed to 
working in collaboration with 
my fellow council members, 
whoever gets elected from our 
district and throughout the 
city. I think that’s one of my 
strengths, collaboration.   t

 

He has served as a Precinct 
Committee Person with 
the Multnomah County 
Democratic Party and as 
co-chair of Oregon’s Suicide 
Hotline Initiative as well as 
other positions of leadership.

What he likes best about 
living in District 2: “This is 
a great area to raise a family. 
We have a very diverse 
community. From the river 
beaches to the Hollywood 
neighborhood there are 
working-class jobs with strong 
labor unions, thriving small 
businesses, the center of 
Portland’s black community, 
vibrant streets, PCC Cascade 
Campus, fantastic dog-friendly 
parks, and community centers.”

His priorities for City 
Council include: The public 
safety crisis due to the 
5-fold increase in overdoses 
among the growing homeless 
population.

How would he address 
fossil fuels as the root cause 
of climate change? “I think 
Portland is on the right 
thought process with it’s 
climate emergency work 
plan. From what I understand 
City Council will have direct 
in昀氀uence over this process. 
I will seek advice from the 
community and local subject 
matter experts to support 
initiatives that will give 
Portland lasting long-term 
results.”   t

When City Commissioner Dan Ryan worked 
to locate a Safe Rest Village on the Peninsula 
Crossing Trail adjacent to the railroad cut, part of 
the proposal included a cleanup of the multiple 
camps and trash that had taken over most of the 
corridor. The crossing trail is owned by Portland 
Parks & Recreation (PP&R) that Ryan leads.

When the Safe Rest Village opened, the Crossing 
Trail was closed to the public from Memorial Day 
to June 16th while PP&R and Ryan worked closely 
with the Mayor’s of昀椀ce to give notice to campers, 
remove trash and campsites. 

The change has been striking. With No Camping 
signs posted throughout the three segments of 
trail, and more importantly being enforced, the 
changeover has opened the area again for wider 
community use and enjoyment for walking, biking 
and connecting to other trails in the area.  t

Segment 1 between N. Willamette 

Blvd. and N. Lombard showing

the Safe Rest Village fence

Segment 1,

the Belmont Goats enclosure

Segment 3 between N. Fessenden and 

N. Columbia Blvd. showing

a green No Camping poster

Segment 2 between

N. Lombard

and N. Fessenden

by Barbara Quinn

“Enjoying your publication! Thanks for all the
effort Mark/Barbara & staff.”

~ Jerry and Anita Lindsay, Overlook neighborhood



North Peninsula Review, October 2023     11

VOLUNTEERS help members stay

in their homes by doing small tasks, 

such as driving and yard work.

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF OUR

OLDER NEIGHBORS?      

NORTH STAR VILLAGE is a

network of older adults who wish to age

in their homes.

EMAIL US AT

volunteers@northstarvillagepdx.org

(NorthStarVillagePDX.org & VillagesNW.org)

 
North Star VillageLearn to kayak by Barbara Quinn

The Portland Bureau of 
Transportation (PBOT) has 
recently completed 30% plans 
for the N. Willamette Boulevard 
Active Transportation Corridor 
Project. 

The project team has created 
an interactive map to explore 
the improvements planned for 
N. Willamette Boulevard, along 
with additional graphics where 
larger changes are planned. See 
Willametteblvd.com. 

Improvements include protected 
bike lanes, more frequent and 
safer crossings, safer vehicle 
speeds and better bus stops. 

There will be some On-Street 
Parking Removal as part of the 
project.

N. Willamette Boulevard Active Transportation Corridor Design Update

One element PBOT is 
planning for is an off-street 
path for people traveling south/
eastbound on bikes where N. 
Willamette Blvd. connects with 
N. Rosa Parks Way. This path 
provides more space between 
people biking and driving.

An illustration shows N. 
Willamette Blvd. at N Rosa 
Parks Way. An off-street path 
is provided for southbound bike 
travel. Only bikes can continue 
traveling southbound on N. 
Willamette.

2024 Maintenance and Quick Build Projects on 
N. Willamette Blvd.

While design work continues for the next year on the 
Willamette Boulevard Active Transportation Corridor 
Project, some complementary paving and bike lane 
improvements are planned for construction in 2024:

PBOT maintenance crews will pave a section of N. 
Willamette Blvd between N. Portsmouth Ave and N. 
Carey Blvd. Rather than replacing the existing striping 
as-is, crews will stripe this section to align with the 
future protected bike lanes and other improvements slated for construction in 2025-2026. 

The bike lanes on N. Willamette Blvd. currently end just west of N. Alma Ave. This missing piece 
of the bike network was identi昀椀ed as a strong community desire during the North Portland in Motion 
planning process. PBOT plans to stripe buffered bike lanes adjacent to the curb to close this gap. On-
street parking will be removed on N. Willamette Blvd. in this area. Then as part of the larger capital 
project in 2025-2026, construction crews will add concrete traf昀椀c separators in the buffer areas.  t

2024 Paving and Striping Maintenance Project:

2024 Quick Build Bike Lane Extension Project: 

For more details

and graphics see

Willametteblvd.com

On Labor Day, Monday, September 4, 
New Seasons Arbor Lodge workers formed 
a picket line outside the store from 2-3pm 
to protest unfair labor practices. 

New Seasons workers walk out
The current owner of the grocery chairn is 

Good Food Holdings, a subsidiary of South 
Korean retail conglomerate E-mart.

Worker, Marissa Scruggs, said the action 
was taken because, “within the last few 
months, non-union store workers were 
given a 6-month reset for their attendance. 
Any violations start over after 6 months, 
whereas union stores are on a one-year 
reset. So today this action is tied directly to 
this illegal discrimination.”

When asked how the public can help, 
Scruggs said, “Any action upcoming, 
show up, and stand in solidarity.” Another 
organizer, Brian Berry, added, “Supporters 
can donate to our solidarity fund. We don’t 
collect dues. We need the funds. We’re not 
asking people not to shop here. What we 
want is better working conditions. We are 
asking people to tell store managers they 
stand with workers and like to shop where 
workers are treated fairly.”  t

The Willamette and Columbia rivers 
that surround North Portland both offer 
interesting opportunities for recreational 
paddling with scenic views and exceptional 
wildlife. We’re lucky to have a nearby 
company whose owners and staff have 
a passion for the sport of paddling and 
also specialize in teaching, leading tours, 
supplying reliable equipment and rentals to 
those who would like to get on the water. 

Alder Creek Kayak, Canoe, Raft & 
SUP (Stand-Up Paddling) on Hayden 
Island offers a number of classes and 
tours throughout the year ranging from 
Basic Skills Kayak, Canoe, and Stand-Up 
Paddling to those more advanced. 

The Basic Kayak classes are offered to 
small groups each Saturday and Sunday 
throughout the year including every 
weekend in October (see aldercreek.com). 

Even better, beginner kayak tours of 
Ridge昀椀eld Wildlife Refuge are also 
offered every weekend of October. It’s 
a perfect way to practice new skills. Fall 
is a good time to paddle especially if 
you are interested in colorful landscapes 
and wildlife viewing.

 Watercraft rentals are available at 
Alder Creek at Hayden Island as well as 
their multiple rental stores around the 
region. See the website for details.

As a recent student, I especially 
appreciated the instructor’s emphasis 
on safety although fun was also a 
focus. The Basic Kayak class was far 
more thorough than the one I’d taken 
elsewhere a few years ago. I highly 
recommend it for other beginners or 
those who want to brush up on skills.  t

Instructor, Brent, 
describes equipment

Practicing paddling technique in a cove

Brent shows how to safely reboard
a kayak from the water

Example of protected bike land

Brent demonstrates
how to safely board

a kayak from the dock

Classmate, MaryLou Cassidy, 

and I learn

how to launch

Students following instructor 
across marina entrance
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Crossword Puzzle
See answers on page 3

On the morning of Sunday, September 3, three activists outraged 
at City Council’s alledged back door deal with Zenith Energy, 
steered a small motor boat into one of the company’s terminal 
docks and dropped anchor, effectively preventing a ship from 
exporting crude oil.

Find the solution at

https://onlinecrosswords.net/64092
OnlineCrosswords.net
This is the Daily Crossword Puzzle #4 for Sep 24, 2023

Across

1. Grin

6. Pocket bread

10. Fishing spot

14. Discussion group

15. Parched

16. Ramble

17. Shaquille ____

18. Seldom found

19. Is indebted

20. Tears apart

21. Rural road

22. Separate

23. Skin drawings

25. Venture

27. Reporter ____ Lane

29. Not often

33. Musical comedy

37. Mouth liquid

38. Valley

39. Shade tree

41. Preceding nights

42. Expand

45. Open-minded

48. Traps

49. Old wound

50. Knocks

52. Of the seashore

57. Woman's title

60. Retirees' accts.

62. Saga

63. Wrought ____

64. Greek god of love

65. Mr. Claus

66. Wedding band

67. Large truck

68. Golfer ____ Woods

69. Lighten

70. First garden

71. Decorate

Down

1. Tennis, e.g.

2. Excessive excitement

3. Clumsy

4. Minimum

5. House extension

6. Flea, e.g.

7. Persia, now

8. Tuckered out

9. Fruity refresher

10. Motorboat feature

11. Minnesota's

neighbor

12. Continually

13. Pause

21. Burglar's booty

22. ____ code

24. Grand ____ Opry

26. Braying beast

28. Seasons

30. Opera star

31. Kitchen hot spot

32. Marina sight

33. ____ and ends

34. Physical discomfort

35. She, in Seville

36. Put into a new order

40. Native American

slipper

43. Squad

44. Psychic ability

(abbr.)

46. Thailand's neighbor

47. Historic time

51. Fathered

53. Solemn

54. Latin dance

55. Modify

56. Memorize

57. Mud

58. Opera tune

59. Puts on

61. Caesar's city

64. Compass direction

(abbr.)

65. Train stop (abbr.)

Find the solution at

https://onlinecrosswords.net/64092
OnlineCrosswords.net
This is the Daily Crossword Puzzle #4 for Sep 24, 2023
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Emergency Routes Update 

Free plein air
painting class 

Donna Cohen Sabina Blizzard

Our ongoing effort to ensure that 
we have VIABLE emergency routes 
continues. To recap: After a major 
earthquake the north peninsula will 
be separated from the rest of Portland 
if we do not shore up the bridges 
over the cut and railroad tunnel 
under Lombard St. Liquefaction will 
likely occur on three sides of the 
peninsula (see liquefaction zone map 
at NorthPeninsulaReview.com, March 
edition, Community voice needed for 

Emergency Routes). We will have 
only two routes, Columbia Blvd. and 
Lombard, for outgoing and incoming 
traf昀椀c for medical resources, supplies 
and family reuni昀椀cation.

Both routes have been of昀椀cially 
designated by as “emergency routes.” 
However their current condition will 
not allow that.

Columbia Blvd. has bridges at 
Columbia Way and the railroad cut 
that will need retro昀椀tting to avoid 
collapse. Fortunately, the City is 

photo courtesy of Jenny Jones

conducting a study for the retro昀椀t. 
When the study is complete the 
community will need to help push 
for funds.

The Lombard Street bridge 
over the cut requires retro昀椀tting. 
But Lombard is under multiple 
jurisdictions that do not collaborate 
easily unless forced by public 
pressure. The sidewalk along 
Lombard is under the city’s 
transportation bureau, PBOT; 
the roadway is under the State of 
Oregon (ODOT); while the bridge 
over the cut and railroad tunnel 
are under the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe railroad (BNSF). 

The two emergency routes 
have been included in the 2040 
Portland Freight Plan that requires 
PBOT, ODOT, Metro and BNSF 
railroad to work together toward 
an “engineering study and project 
development”. However, ODOT 
has told us we need to get state 
legislators to push for railroad 
involvement. It’s especially 
important right now to rally our 
state legislators toward action.

Next step: A meeting with 
community leaders, Senator Lew 
Frederick, Representative Maxine 
Dexter, and representatives from 

WE ARE ASKING FOR
two things:

1. ALL neighbors who 
support the emergency 
routes please join us via

the options below.

2. Community leaders, 
please contact us to meet 
with the representatives 

mentioned above.

PBOT, ODOT, and Metro to let 
them know how concerned we 
are with moving ahead to secure 
North Portland’s emergency 
routes! 

• facebook.com/groups/
nopoemergencyroute

• And/or Email List: 
NoPoEmergencyRoute@gmail.
com

(Please write “Emergency 
Route” in Subject: and name/
contact info in the message. 
Also let us know if you are able 
to attend the meeting described 
above. The date is TBA). 

Thank you   t

The bicyclist killed in a crash has been identi昀椀ed as Jason M. 
Ruhmshottel, 43, of Portland, the Portland Police Bureau reported 
Sept. 20.  His family has been noti昀椀ed of his death. The preliminary 
investigation reveals the collision involved a 2012 Mazda CX-7 
and a bicycle and took place on North Portland Road one-half mile 
south of North Marine Drive.

Anyone with information about this crash, please e-mail 
crimetips@police.portlandoregon.gov attn: TIU and reference case 
number 23-246591.

BICYCLIST KILLED IN FATAL ACCIDENT IDENTIFIED

ESCAPED ATTEMPTED MURDER SUSPECT CAPTURED
BY NORTH PORTLAND’S FORCE LAKE

PERCH BAR ROBBER THREATENED EMPLOYEE

Portland Fire & Rescue personnel rescued an escapee from the 
Oregon State Hospital found stuck in mud in Force Lake near the 
Expo Center on September 1.

The individual, Christopher Lee Pray, escaped from the Oregon 
State Hospital on August 30 after authorities said he stole a state-
owned Dodge Caravan minivan while in leg shackles, a belly chain 
and a restraint that connected all three together, and avoided law 
enforcement in a chase on I-5.  

Fire昀椀ghters rescued Pray where he said he’d been trapped in mud up 
to his armpits for more than 12 hours.

The Portland Police Bureau wants to warn the community about 
a concerning number of juvenile overdoses in recent months. Since 
mid-June, 10 juveniles have overdosed. Fentanyl is suspected in all 
but one of the cases. The victims are between the ages of one and 
17. Five of the children died. 

6/15/23 – 1-year-old Fentanyl OD, victim survived 
6/19/23 – 2-year-old Fentanyl OD, victim is deceased 
6/25/23 – 4-year-old Fentanyl OD, victim survived 
7/19/23 – 1-year-old THC OD, victim survived 
8/10/23 – 15-year-old Fentanyl OD, victim is deceased 
8/24/23 – 1-year-old Fentanyl OD, victim is deceased 
8/26/23 – 17-year-old Fentanyl OD, victim survived 
9/14/23 – 5-year-old Fentanyl OD, victim is deceased 
9/20/23 – 15-year-old Fentanyl OD, victim is deceased 
9/22/23 – 15-month-old Fentanyl OD, victim survived 
For context, PPB investigated a total of nine juvenile overdose 

cases in the last three years combined.

PORTLAND POLICE INVESTIGATING NUMEROUS 
OVERDOSES INVOLVING JUVENILES

Ronna Fujisawa of Salty Water Art, will 
teach a free landscape watercolor class in 
the Upper Meadow of Baltimore Woods on 
October 14 from 10am to 1pm. 

All skill levels are welcome. Bring what 
supplies you have available. Sign up through 
the Friends of Baltimore Woods website 
calendar at FriendsOfBaltimoreWoods.com. 
The class is limited to 15.  t

Police Reports  Releases from Portland Police Bureau

A robber with a machete stole close to $50,000 from the Perch 
Bar & Grill at 7505 N. Lombard St. As a bartender unlocked the 
door at 11 am, Sunday, Sept. 10, a man with a machete entered the 
door and put her into a headlock. He forced her to open the cash 
register and then walked her to where the tavern owner had hidden 
a safe. The North Peninsula Review interviewed the Perch owner, 
who is a South Korean immigrant and did not want to identify her 
name for publication.

The Portland Police Bureau said the robber with the machete 
has three dots on his face, apparently tattoos, and a tattoo of a 
clock on the outside of his left hand. Anyone with information 
should contact Detective Hilary Scott at hilary.scott@police.
portlandoregon.gov.


