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Amazon proposes drone delivery 
in N. Portland By Mark Kirchmeier
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Voting is safe from Trump, local 
elections officials say By Jim Redden

Oregon elections officials are assuring 
voters that the Nov. 3 general election 
is safe from interference by the Trump 
Administration. The comments follow 
the Sept. 14 U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
that prevented the U.S. Post Office from 
imposing vote-by-mail restrictions.

“Today’s Supreme Court ruling is a 
win for Oregon voters, and a win for 
free and fair elections,” Oregon Attorney 
General Dan Rayfield said the day of 
the ruling. “The U.S. Constitution is 

clear: no president has the authority to 
interfere with our elections, and today 
the Supreme Court affirmed that basic 
fact. Donald Trump will not be able to 
use the United States Postal Service to 
stand between you and your ballot.” 

Rayfield was part of a coalition of 23 
states, the District of Columbia, and the 
Governor of Pennsylvania who filed 
a lawsuit to prevent the USPS from 

continued on page 3

Game-Set-Match: new racket sport 
comes to St. Johns By Barbara Quinn

Padel is a fast-growing racket sport 
that blends elements of tennis, squash 
and pickleball. It is played primarily in 
doubles on an enclosed glass and mesh 
court. The sport originated in Acapulco, 
Mexico and has exploded in popularity in 
Europe, Latin America and increasingly in 
the United States — and now in St. Johns.

Foundry Padel, a new sports center in 
St. Johns, is becoming a hot recreational 
choice for many. It is situated in the 
Cathedral Park neighborhood in the 
former Peninsula Ironworks building 
at 8613 N Crawford. The building 
has a classy brick edifice with a brick 

Can PPS school closures be stopped? design reflecting the gothic arch of 
the nearby St. Johns Bridge. But the 
most important aspect of the building, 
according to owners Jake and Monica 
Killion, is the foundry’s 45 ft. tall 
ceiling and ample space for four padel 
courts. That’s why they chose the 
location. High ceilings matter because 
they allow unrestricted lobs and provide 
better lighting and air flow.

Owner, Jake Killion said he 
discovered the sport of padel in Europe 
during extended travel, and found it to 
be fun and a great way to meet people. 

continued on page 5

Portland’s greatest World Series hero
By Mark Kirchmeier

Oregon baseball legend Mickey Lolich 
accomplished a World Series feat in 
October 1968 that remains unmatched to 
this day.

Lolich grew up in an immigrant Croatian 
family in the ethnic “Slabtown” section 
of Northwest Portland near present-day 
I-405. A southpaw, he became a high 
school sensation and with Overlook’s Joe 
Etzel, pitched the University of Portland’s 
Columbia Prep high school team to the 
state runner-up baseball title in 1954.

Later in his career pitching for the 
Detroit Tigers, the Portland native 
won three games pitching against the 
defending world champion St. Louis 
Cardinals that year. The final climatic 
game in the series came with Lolich – 
on just two-days’ rest – throwing against 
future Hall of Famer Bob Gibson.

“The World Series was a glorious 
experience. If you’re in the right place 
at the right time, you can become a 
household name,” the left-hander said 
modestly.

City to 
demolish 
Columbia Park 
Pool 
Pg 9

 Detroit Tiger Mickey Lolich pitching in World Series

Amazon delivery drone. Photo from Amazon

Review 
of Rene 
Denfeld 
book
Pg 4

Peninsula neighborhoods 
�L�Q���Á�L�J�K�W���S�D�W�K

Two former PPS Board members think so

The high-pitch mechanical sound 
of hovering drones could be coming 
soon to your neighborhood.

Amazon Prime has announced plans 
to initiate a drone delivery throughout 
Portland in early 2027 from its 
facility at 1001 N Schmeer Road just 
north of Kenton. The goal is to have 
drones deliver items weighing five 
pounds or less within one hour to area 
customers’ homes.

“Portland school district administrators 
are walking off a cliff if they close 10 
to 20 schools,” predicts Paul Anthony, 
who formerly represented part of North 
Portland on the school board.

Anthony and fellow former board 
member Steve Buel, who previously served 
as a N/NE Portland board member, believe 
that a coalition of parents and the Portland 
Alliance of Teachers union might still stop 
the district’s scheduled plan to close some 
elementary and K-8 schools next year.

Portland Public School (PPS) leaders 
maintain some closures are needed to 
save operating costs and enable the 
district potentially to sell some school 
properties. Anthony and Buel believe that 
Superintendent Kimberlee Armstrong and 
�V�W�D�I�I���K�D�Y�H���Á�X�Q�N�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�Z�R�U�N���L�Q���I�D�L�O�L�Q�J��
to see the legal obstacles to the latter. 

�´�7�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���D���G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W���W�L�P�H����
impossible in some cases, trying to sell 
some school buildings because of deed 

Mickey Lolich struck out foes and body shaming
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Drone base for Amazon delivery from page 1 Palms Motel from page 1

Steve Buel, 
a former N/
NE Portland 
Public Schools 
(PPS) Board 
member.

“It’s very concerning that this is even 
being allowed to happen,” said longtime 
Kenton leader Terrence Moses. “This will 
be disruptive to people’s privacy. The 
noise that may come from these drones, 
may have an impact on one’s rest or quiet 
time, and could be triggering to veterans 
suffering from PTSD.”

The company has not released details 
of their proposed drone delivery flights 
over Portland neighborhoods, but the 
experience of one Texas city is an example 
of what might come. 

Amazon started drone deliveries earlier 
this year in suburban Dallas where drones, 
with six blue arms and whirling propellers, 
typically fly over neighborhoods at about 
150 to 170 feet. That is low enough for 
people to hear inside their homes. The 
sound gets louder as drones descend to 
drop packages with a retractable cable on 
lawns and porches. Some residents report 
seeing more than 50 drones every day, The 
New York Times reports.

The proposed Amazon service evoked 
worried reactions from several North 
Portland residents concerned about noise, 
privacy and safety.

Victor Vencill said that the sky above 
his Peninsula Park neighborhood is 
restricted to Portland International 
Airport traffic. The tall conifers near the 
park will make for chaotic flying, he said.

Piedmont resident Fred Neal lives less 
than a mile south of the Amazon facility. 
He describes himself as an occasional 
Amazon shopper who’d rather have 
an actual human making deliveries. 
“They’re getting paid and contribute to 
the economy. Drones do nothing of the 
sort. What peace and quiet I can derive 
from my garden does not need machine-
generated interruption” he said.

Drones versus birds?

 “We’re absolutely following this,” 
said Joe Liebezeit, state conservation 
director for the Oregon Bird Alliance.

The science on drones is showing 
how they can negatively affect wildlife, 
he said. Liebezeit isn’t familiar with 
any details of Amazon’s plans but is 
concerned that there are several natural 
areas and city parks near the proposed 
drone-launching facility. Drone noise 
can disturb bird habit enough to threaten 
some songbirds’ survival, he said.

Shelby Lawson, an Oregon State 
University wildlife biologist who studies 
how predators affect nesting red-wing 
blackbirds, says it’s easy for blackbirds 
and other birds to perceive the shadow a 
drone creates as a threat.

“If they think a drone is a hawk, 
they might be inclined to opt for self-
preservation and flee the nest, putting 
their eggs at risk from another predator, 
like a jay or squirrel, that they could 
fight off if they were there,” said Lawson 
in a recent Columbia Insight wildlife 
publication.

Amazon has filed a pre-application 
conference request with the City of 

Portland’s permitting bureau showing 
that the retail giant proposes to build out 
a Prime Air Drone Delivery Center at its 
North Portland warehouse, according to 
the Portland Business Journal.

Amazon spokesperson Farah Jad told the 
newspaper that customer reaction to drone 
service has been overwhelmingly positive. 
Public records filed in August also show 
Amazon leased two warehouse spaces for 
delivery services at 2405 N Albina Ave., 
and at 4444 SE 27th Ave.  �•

Read more news on the Amazon 
drone delivery issue soon at 
NorthPeninsulaReview.com

restrictions on those properties, keeping 
them in use as schools, or general public 
use, in perpetuity,” Anthony said.

Buel has asked the PPS Public Records 
�2�I�À�F�H���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���K�L�P���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
on deed restrictions that could affect any 
future sale of some 20 elementary and K-8 
schools, including  James John, Peninsula, 
Rosa Parks, Sitton and Woodlawn in North 
and inner Northeast Portland.

�3�3�6���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���I�D�F�H�V���D�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���G�H�À�F�L�W��
in its $2.77 billion budget. Anthony 
believes that shuttering some schools 
�Z�L�O�O���R�Q�O�\���H�[�D�F�H�U�E�D�W�H���W�K�H���G�H�À�F�L�W�����´�6�F�K�R�R�O��
consolidations inevitably require costly 
investment in building renovations. The 
last such consolidation, closing Humboldt 
School and merging it into Boise-Eliot, 
required $10 million in renovations — 
even though the district had just put 

millions into improvements — at Boise-
Eliot the previous year,” Anthony said.

“Many of the buildings that the 
district is now contemplating to house 
consolidated schools aren’t even in as 
good condition as Boise-Eliot before 
renovations. PPS leaders seem unaware 
of that,” Anthony said. He estimated that 
the costs of consolidating 20 schools 
could exceed $300 million.

Community impact 

And there’s the effect on 
neighborhoods. “You can’t close 15 
schools — without denigrating 15 
neighborhoods,” Buel explained. 

�7�H�U�U�D�Q�F�H���0�R�V�H�V���D�J�U�H�H�V�����D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�O�O�\��
with Peninsula Elementary School, which 
might be among the closures. 

“If Peninsula should close, that would 
be a hard pill to swallow for our North 
Portland community,” said Moses, a 
longtime community organizer. “This 
would cause our families unimaginable 
�K�D�U�G�V�K�L�S���L�Q���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���À�Q�G���D���Q�H�Z���V�F�K�R�R�O��
for their kids. Earlier rise times to get 
kids to the next nearest school on time, 
more stress on the tough schedule some 
parents have trying to get kids to school 
and get to work etc. Families are already 
feeling the pinch, and to have one more 
disruption in their lives could send 
many families into overload.” 

“PPS needs to do better and serve the 
marginalized communities, and go back 
to the table, and look at the worth of the 
schools in the community [that] they are 
about to affect,” he said.

Closures would impact the entire city, 
said Portland City Councilor Dan Ryan, 
one of the three councilors representing 
N/NE Portland. “The city’s in charge 
of the infrastructure surrounding these 
schools and we have a big responsibility 
for families and safety.”

Ryan served on the school board 
from 2004 to 2008. He found that some 
PPS administrators at that time didn’t 
have on-the-ground knowledge of 
neighborhoods, knowledge that can affect 
closure decisions. “If you’re looking at 
white boards and spread sheets, you’re 

Can PPS school closures be stopped? from page 1 

not talking to neighbors and don’t know the 
neighborhood,” Ryan said. 

Valerie Feder, PPS communication 
director, and school board member 
Raschelle Chase Miller did not respond 
for comment before press deadline.  �•

Each edition front page header 
highlights a different peninsula 

neighborhood

Overlook Bluffs
The Mocks Crest Bluff (often called 
the Skidmore or Overlook Bluff) is 
one of the city’s smallest parks and 

sits atop a ridge in the Overlook 
neighborhood. The idyllic locale has 
a panoramic view of the Willamette 

River, Forest Park, rail terminal 
and the downtown cityscape. It is an 

excellent place to watch a sunset.



North Peninsula Review, October 2026     3

Foundry Padel offers four courts and an extremely high ceiling to enable lobs.An overhead reach

Equipment used in padel. Attacking a high ball.

Game-Set-Match: new racket sport comes to St. Johns from page 1 

Games consist of four 
players. You can sign 

up and get matched with 
other players at your level. 

Beginners are welcome.

“It’s a very social sport,” said Monica 
Killion. “The court is smaller. You can 
sign up by yourself and if we get 16 people 
signed up, we pair you with each one and 
you meet 15 new people.”

 Jake added, “Nobody playing today 
knew each other before they met here.”

When the North Peninsula Review 
visited, there were lively games in 
progress. In one game, the four players 
consisted of former Timbers player, Diego 
Valeri, UP tennis coaches, Carlos Donat 
and Mathieu Garcia, and Javi Jimenez 
Peña, who is said to be among the top 
100 padel players. Javi also teaches at the 
facility. Needless to say the competition 
was intense and exciting.  

Players at all levels are welcome at 
Foundry Padel. The facility is casual and 
that’s intentional. The Killions like the 
Portland vibe and want to reflect it. They 
say visitors are welcome to watch. “You 
don’t have to play to come here and hang 
out.” Beer and wine are available and 
soon they hope, there will be a food truck. 
The games are fun to watch and there are 
protected pathways between each court so 
you can choose which game to observe. 
There is seating near some courts.

The couple have big plans. There will be a gym for 
warm ups before games and cool down afterwards. 
There are plans for one or two bars and a well-lit, 
spacious upstairs area with natural light that Killion 
says would make it an ideal yoga studio. 

Foundry Padel memberships come with special 
privileges, but it’s not necessary to be a member to 
play or visit. The cost of a game is much lower at 
Foundry Padel than it would be at the nearest padel 
courts in San Francisco or Seattle and the Killions 
hope to keep it that way. 

Whether you’re a racket player or not, Foundry 
Padel is an interesting and exciting addition to the 
local recreational sports scene and well worth a visit 
to check it out.  �•

See the ad below for a special offer to North 
Portlanders on October 10, between 5 and 9 pm.
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North Portland writer, Rene Denfeld’s 
new novel, The Talking Bone.

delivering mail ballots only to voters on 
lists provided by the states.

At the same time, elections officials are 
urging voters to deposit their mail ballots 
in approved drop boxes across the state 
within one week of Nov. 3 to prevent 
postal delays from invalidating their 
ballots, which must be postmarked by 
Election Day.

“We can expect that Trump will continue 
looking for ways to meddle with our 
elections, and we’ll continue blocking 
him,” Rayfield said. “We must all remain 
vigilant, and we’ll keep fighting to ensure 
that no one — not even the president — 
can interfere with our right to vote.” 

Oregon uses vote by mail for all elections, 
so voters cannot be as easily intimidated by 
federal agents at polling places.

Despite the court ruling, former Oregon 
Secretary of State Phil Kiesling laments 

that President Trump has already 
succeeded in one of his goals.

He said “It’s a sigh of relief” that 
the Supreme Court voted 7-2 to allow 
the Postal Service to deliver mail-in 
ballots, but Trump has already done 
some damage,” Kiesling told the North 
Peninsula Review. 

“He’s sadly been successful in his 
intent to sow confusion and fear among 
some voters. States that still use polling 
places are most at risk. Here in Oregon, 
it’s a lot harder to intimidate voters 
with federal agents at people’s kitchen 
tables as they fill out their ballot. Not 
that Trump wouldn’t fantasize about 
trying to do that.”

Current Oregon Secretary of State 
Tobias Read also urges voters to use 
authorized drop boxes. Ballots can be 
deposited as late as 8 pm on Nov. 3 and 
still be counted.

Here are the locations of authorized drop 
boxes in North and Northeast Portland:

NORTH PORTLAND

• Rose Quarter: Ballot Drop Box located 
on the south side of the Rose Quarter near 
the fountain & Rip City sign. Walk up only.

• North Portland Library (Library Book 
Drop) – 512 N Killingsworth St. 

• St. Johns Library – Ballot Drop Box is 
a slot on the outside wall to the right of the 
main entrance. 

• James John Elementary School – 8315 
N Lombard St. – Walk up located on the 
sidewalk at the NW corner of N Lombard 
St. and Charleston Ave. 

• Kenton Library – Library Book Drop – 
8226 N Denver Ave.

• North Lombard McDonald’s – 3011 N 
Lombard St. – Ballot Drop Box located on 
the sidewalk. Walk up only.

Voting is safe from Trump, local elections officials say from page 1 • McCoy Park – Walk up Ballot Drop 
Box located on the SE corner of McCoy 
Park near the intersection of N Trenton 
St. and Newman Ave.

NORTHEAST PORTLAND

• Albina Library – 205 NE Russell St. – 
Ballot Drop Box is next to the book return 
slot on the south side of the building.

• Hollywood Library – Library Book 
Drop – 4040 NE Tillamook St. 

• McDonald’s Restaurant – 2010 
NE César Chávez Blvd. – Ballot Drop 
Box located on the west side of NE 
40th Ave. between Tillamook St. and 
Hancock near the Hollywood Library. 

• Gregory Heights Library – Library 
Book Drop – 7921 NE Sandy Blvd. 

Ballots can be tracked in Multnomah 
County at multnomah.ballottrax.net/
voter. More information on voting can 
be found at multco.us/departments/
multnomah-county-elections-division. �•

Rene Denfeld, a North Portland writer who 
has won American, French and Irish literary 
awards, displays in her latest book, The Talking 
Bone, her ability to weave a rich tapestry of 
suspenseful elements into a whole. There are 
surprises along the way and at the end too.

Denfeld is a good storyteller and 
establishes the aura of a setting irrevocably. 
Within the first few pages, she places the 
reader in her world with a few well-chosen, 
almost poetic words. Sometimes her 
universe is gritty and dark with questionable 
human motives. Nonetheless, at a recent 
author event in St. Johns, Denfeld said her 
stories are about hope and surviving the 
unsurvivable.

 The novel is a who-done-it thriller and as 
the title suggests, it has an element of magic 

woven in with elements of science and 
evil. Denfeld said she came up with the 
title when considering how the science 
of DNA and genetics allows bones to tell 
us who they are. 

BOOK REVIEW:  The Talking Bone, by Rene Denfeld
One particular bone is trying to speak to 

the main character, Ruby Spencer, a legal 
investigator known as the “Exonerator,” 
a profession Denfeld also holds. Tension 
starts immediately when we learn that 
Ruby’s assignment is to find mitigating 
circumstances to help a young man with 
“light brown skin” on death row who may 
be innocent. He is only two weeks away 
from execution. 

Interestingly, Ruby and the prisoner have 
things in common. They are both from the 
same small town and both have lost their 
mothers to mysterious “disappearances” that 
seem to happen too often in the town. The 
prisoner, Mitchell, is accused of killing a 
woman, but he was drunk and passed out at 
the time and has no memory of it. 

As Ruby goes about her assignment, 
several stories within the story arise 
that show Denfeld is a dedicated truth-
teller, including descriptions of life on 
death row; the commonness of women’s 
disappearances due to violence; the 
commonness of a young man of color 
ending up on death row; and the problem 
of innocent people on death row (side 
fact: it is estimated that 2-10% of inmates 
are actually innocent).

The story explores some gritty truths, 
but I appreciate Denfeld’s honesty. The 
novel is short and well worth a read. 
I found it tricky to keep track of the 
characters at times, so suggest reading or 
listening in a short time span.  

The Talking Bone is available at Two 
Rivers Bookstore in St. Johns, 8836 N 
Lombard. �•

By Barbara
Quinn
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Open Studios is allows visitors to see artists at work.

But Columbia Prep was academically 
challenging and Lolich had a few run-
ins with teachers, including the time he 
popped off in class to English 
instructor Salvador Mardesic. 
Mickey once uttered a 
Croatian curse word “Ida 
korgo” when the teacher 
was speaking. Mardesic 
then hauled him out into the 
hallway and said, “If you ever 
tell me to “Go to hell again” in 
Croatian — you’re out of here.

Mickey transfered to 
Lincoln High School the next year where 
he pitched the Cardinals to state titles. He 
did not possess the classic long, lithe body 
of a pitcher. Lolich was as stout as an ox 
and overweight, but his arm was as taut as a 
bow. He could spring a fastball that caught 
the eye of Detroit Tiger scouts.

Until then, Lolich had considered 
following in his father’s footsteps and 
working as a Portland Parks Bureau 
caretaker. But he told his parents, Marge 
and Steve Lolich, “I’m going to play 
professional baseball and buy you a brick 
home.” His father, who worked for 30 years 
for the Parks Bureau responded, “Forget the 
brick home — and play baseball.”  

Grateful for that advice, Lolich later told a 
New York Times reporter, “I like standing 
on the mound with grass around me, rather 
than cutting it.”

Portland’s greatest World Series hero from page 1 

Open Studios Tour highlights 19 North 
Portland artists 

After 16 years in the major leagues, 
Lolich compiled 217 wins and achieved 
the most strikeouts ever as an American 
League left-handed pitcher. No pitcher 
has replicated his record of winning 
three World Series games since 1968 
and likely never will. Managers now 
treat pitchers as if they were delicate 
porcelain and seldom let them play 
complete games as Lolich regularly did.  

Lolich, much like his boyhood hero, 
the heavyset Babe Ruth, would never 
look the part of a slender, sleek pitcher. 
He would often hear, even after he 
became a star, jeers from fans about 
his body weight and endured sports 
writers’ digs including one praising “his 
ability to eat innings like he consumes 
carbohydrates.”

Lolich made no bones about his diet. 
He was no vegan. He had a fondness 
for ice cream and doughnuts and after 
his retirement owned a doughnut 
shop for 18 years. And he also argued 
passionately that “fat” had nothing to do 
with ballplaying skills.

“I’ve seen a lot of lean bellies and 
bad arms,” he said. “Don’t judge a 

guy by how he looks. Judge 
him by whether he gets the 
job done.” Lolich would 
make believers out of some 
of the greatest hitters in the 
game for both his pitching 
and superb fielding. Future 
Hall of Famer Rod Carew 
marveled at how quickly this 
“chubby guy’’ sprinted off 
the mound to field bunts and 

fired rockets to get base runners out. 

Lolich, who died last February, late 
in life reflected to the New York Times 
that he hoped his career had been a 
“redemption” for non-traditional size 
players, but the prejudice could still sting.

  “Throughout my 16 years in the 
major leagues, whenever things weren’t 
going right for a player, people always 
looked for reasons. For some, it was 
‘Maybe they’re staying out too late 
at night’ or ‘Maybe their head’s not 
screwed on right.’ But if I had an off 
night, it was always, ‘He’s too fat.’

  “But when I was pitching good, 
they’d say, ‘He’s strong as a bull.’”  �•

Portions of this story were adapted from a 
1998 Catholic Sentinel story by John Furey.

“Don’t judge 
a guy by how 

he looks. 
Judge him by 
whether he 
gets the job 

done”

~ Mickey Lolich

Lolich celebrates winning 1968 World Series

By Kelly Williams, encaustic painter and N. Portland 
Community Leader, Portland Open Studios #12

North Portland artists are opening their 
studios to the public this October as part 
of the citywide Portland Open Studios 
Tour. It is free, self-guided, juried, and 
running two weekends: October 10–11 
and October 17–18, 10am–4pm. 

There are 19 juried artists in our 
community, working across encaustic, 
painting, printmaking, and sculpture to 

name a few, with studios 
spread throughout the 
neighborhood.

Visitors can use an 
interactive online map 
to build their own route 
through North Portland, 
stopping in wherever 
curiosity takes them, 
with no tickets or 
reservations required.

 It’s a rare chance to 
see finished work in the 
context of the studio 
where it was made — 
tools, materials, and 
process all visible — and 
to talk directly with the 
artists about how the work 
comes together. 

You can see a list of the 
nineteen North Portland artists, their studio 
addresses, and type of art medium they use 
at www.NorthPeninsulaReview.com.  �•

 Support more news coverage
 like this. Subscribe at

www.NorthPeninsulaReview.com



  6    North Peninsula Review, October 2026

District 4 race could reshape 
city council By Jim Redden

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � 	 � � � � 
 � � � �

Never miss an issue of the 
North Peninsula Review.

Subscribe at NorthPeninsulaReview.com

As the Nov. 3 general election 
approaches, the most debated issue in 
the City Council District 4 race has not 
been the future of the Critical Energy 
Infrastructure (CEI) Hub, even though it 
is in the district that includes industrial 
Northwest Portland and Linnton.

Instead, by late September, voters were 
asking whether Councilor Mitch Green 
should resign from the council after 
harsh anti-police social posts from 2020 
and 2021 were unearthed by political 
commentor Max Steele and repeated for 
days by Portland news media.

In some of his postings, Green professed 
his “pure hatred for the Portland police” 
and repeatedly called for eliminating 
policing entirely, saying at one point “cops 
are simply incompatible with peaceful 
society.” At other times, he referred to 
police officers as “absolute monsters,” 
“bastards” and “infamously cowardly.”

The posts prompted the Portland Police 
Association and Portland Firefighters 
Association to call for Green’s resignation. 
Portland Police Chief Bob Day said he could 
no longer trust Green. Mayor Keith Wilson 
said he was “deeply disturbed” by the posts.

Green not resigning
Green refused to resign, saying he made 

the comments during social justice protests 
following the murder of George Floyd, an 
unarmed Black man, by the Minneapolis 
police. Green said he was responding to 
Portland police mistreatment of Blacks 
and the protesters who took to the streets, 
including himself.

“I was part of a 
community that’s been 
troubled by the Portland 
Police Bureau’s response 
to our movement,” 
Green said. “During that 
period, police officers 
gassed the entire city 
and documented more 
than 6,000 uses of force 
against protesters, the 
wall of moms, faith 
leaders, and Portlanders of all stripes, so 
much so that the courts had to step in.” 

Whether Green is reelected could 
determine the balance of power on the 
council, which is currently divided 
between six self-declared progressives 
like Green and six moderates. The other 
two incumbents running for reelection 
are moderates, including Council 
Vice President Olivia Clark and Eric 
Zimmerman.

Ten candidates are running for the 
three District 4 seats. Based on campaign 
funds raised and endorsements as of 
late September, five appear to have the 
best chances of winning — the three 
incumbents, Portland Police Officer 
Eli Arnold, who is endorsed by the Go 
Portland Go! business and community 
organization, and tenant advocate Jamey 
Evenstar, who is endorsed by two of 
the progressives on the council and a 
number of unions.

Also running are disability advocate 
Timothy (TJ) Anderson, commercial 
landlord Jayne Cronlund, Portland Film 
Festival Executive Director and journalist 
John McDonald, musician Matt Schulte, 
and Portland State University Project 
Manager Jeremy Beausoleil Smith. 
None of these six candidates have yet 
demonstrated much support.

More issues will likely surface in the 
race during campaign events after this 

issue of the North Peninsula 
Review goes to press. 
Those events include: the 
candidate forum sponsored 
by central and Northwest 
neighborhoods at The 
Armory in the Pearl District 
on Oct. 5; the Portland 
City Club forum at the 
University Place Hotel 
& Conference Center on 
Oct. 6 (available on the 
organization’s YouTube 

channel); and the Linnton Neighborhood 
Association candidate forum at 10614 
NW St. Helens Rd. on Oct. 7.

The election will be decided by ranked-
choice voting, in which voters rank 
their choices for candidates in order of 
preference. If no candidate receives a 
majority of the votes on the first round, 
lower ranked candidates are eliminated, 
and votes are redistributed until the top 
three vote-getters are determined.   �•

City Councilor Mitch Green

The city council is expected to finally address the threats posed by the Critical Energy 
Infrastructure (CEI) Hub in early October. The six-mile stretch of fuel storage and 
transmission pipes along the Willamette River in industrial Northwest Portland is 
predicted to create catastrophic environmental harm during a major earthquake, such 
as the anticipated Cascadia Subduction Zone event.

The council is considering two ordinances intended to improve safety and reduce 
fuel storage capacity in coming years at the CEI Hub. Community and environmental 
groups support the regulations and storage restrictions, but operators and business 
groups warn about increasing fuel costs.

The next hearing is set for Oct. 1, after this edition goes to press. Deliberations could 
continue because at least 11 amendments were previously submitted.

Additional information 
can be found about 
Portland’s CEI Hub Policy 
Project website at 
portland.gov/bps/planning/
cei-hub. 

This is a developing story 
and will be updated at 
northpeninsulareview.com

CEI Hub risk decision before city council
By Jim Redden

�������S�H�R�S�O�H���W�H�V�W�L�À�H�G��
before city council  on 

September 24 requesting 
support for ordinances 

that they hope would 
make the CEI Hub safer.

I was part of the 
community that’s 
been troubled by 

the Portland Police 
Bureau’s response to 

our movement.

“

“
- District 4 Councilor

  Mitch Green
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Linnton’s Nelson Lowry and the 
Love of Filmmaking By Brian Hoop

L �L�Q�Q�W�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���À�O�P�P�D�N�H�U���1�H�O�V�R�Q���/�R�Z�U�\�·�V��
career has led to his work as a production 
�G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U���I�R�U���/�D�L�N�D���6�W�X�G�L�R�·�V���À�O�P���D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
of the beloved book Wildwood, set for an 
Oct. 23 theater release.

�7�K�H���À�O�P���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V���D���\�R�X�Q�J���J�L�U�O���Q�D�P�H�G��
Prue who lives in St. Johns and wants to 
grow up fast. She journeys into a magical, 
forbidden kingdom – Forest Park – to 
rescue her baby brother, Mac, after crows 
kidnap him from a playground.

�´�7�K�H���S�U�H�P�L�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���À�O�P���µ���V�D�\�V���/�R�Z�U�\����
“asks how far will you go for love?”  
�7�U�D�Y�L�V���.�Q�L�J�K�W�����W�K�H���À�O�P�·�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�����V�K�D�U�H�G��
in an AP story that “To a large degree, 
Wildwood is about grief and the heavy cost 
of carrying it.”

�7�K�H���À�O�P���L�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H�������������I�D�Q�W�D�V�\��
novel of the same name by Colin Meloy 
(frontman of The Decemberists, a Portland 
band) and illustrated by his partner Carson 
Ellis, both former Linnton residents.

Lowry is a true jack-of-all-trades in 
a creative profession that has spanned 
�P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������\�H�D�U�V���D�V���D���W�K�H�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G���À�O�P��
production designer, including stints with 
the stage adaptation of The Lion King, 
the made-for-TVsitcom The PJs, and six 
�E�L�J���V�F�U�H�H�Q���V�W�R�S���P�R�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�L�P�D�W�L�R�Q���À�O�P��
productions. 

Lowry grew up with a love for craft-
making, starting with LEGO sets and 
evolving into intricate modeling with 
cardboard, plastic, and about anything he 
�F�R�X�O�G���À�Q�G���O�D�\�L�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G�����$�I�W�H�U���À�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J��
a painting major at the Maine College of 
�$�U�W�����K�L�V���O�R�Y�H���I�R�U���W�K�H�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G���À�O�P�P�D�N�L�Q�J��
consumed the rest of his adult life.

His career led him to New York City, 
London, and Los Angeles, before he 
�V�H�W�W�O�H�G���G�R�Z�Q���D�Q�G���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�G���K�L�V���À�U�V�W���K�R�P�H��
in Linnton.

In his role as a production designer, 
�/�R�Z�U�\���Z�R�X�O�G���Z�R�U�N���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���À�O�P��
director and director of photography to 
develop the look of a movie. Collaborating 
with a crew of illustrators, he would 
develop concepts with original paintings. 

From that point on, with stop-motion 
animation, the important thing to 
remember is everything is built from 
scratch.

“What I love about stop-motion,” says 
Lowry, “is working with physical assets, 
how the light hits the objects. I love the 
process of collaboration with so many 
other creative artists.”

�´�:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���V�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�O�O�\���L�Q���V�W�R�S���P�R�W�L�R�Q����
you can literally see the hands of the 
artists at work bringing something 
to life a frame at a time,” said Laika 
CEO Knight in Entertainment Weekly. 
“Everything you see is hand-made and 
has been crafted by somebody.” 

The production of Wildwood is taking 
the craft to a whole new level. “Wildwood 
is twice the size of Kubo and the Two 
Strings,” says Lowry. “136 locations, the 
most props, the most sets, all taking place 
in multiple warehouses in Hillsboro.”

“I never designed a movie based on 
a city I lived in,” said Lowry. Through 
the COVID pandemic he took many 
long walks through the city, including 
St. Johns, and Forest Park, walking the 
entire length of the Wildwood Trail. 
He estimates he took 20 to 30 thousand 
photos of Portland to capture the right 
look for the movie.

Local residents will recognize many 
�3�R�U�W�O�D�Q�G���O�D�Q�G�P�D�U�N�V���L�Q���W�K�H���À�O�P�����7�K�H���6�W����
Johns Bridge and Railroad Bridge over 
�W�K�H���:�L�O�O�D�P�H�W�W�H���S�O�D�\���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���U�R�O�H�V��
as the conduit between two worlds. St. 
John’s Twin Cinemas, the large green 
water tower on Willamette Blvd., and St. 
Johns business district along Lombard 
Street are heavily featured.

As for advice to aspiring young 
creative types, “Pick one thing and do 
it well,” said his grandmother. Lowry 
has embraced that advice throughout his 
professional life. 

“Make sure you love what you do 
because you’ll do it a lot,” says Lowry. 
“And always be nice. You have to get 

Image from the movie Wildwood. Photo from Laika Studio.

Image from the movie Wildwood. Photo from Laika Studio.

along and play well with 
others in creative industries. 
It is intense work.”

 St. Johns Twin Cinema 
will show a preveiw 
screening of the film 
on Oct. 22. See more at 
stjohnscinema.com.

St. Johns McMenamin’s 
Theater and Pub will 
debut the film on Oct. 
23.  See more at www.
mcmenamins.com.  �•

Set designer for Wildwood the movie speaks about his role
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Local Eagles Lodge wins legal skirmish 
against national Eagles behemoth

�3�U�R�O�L�À�F���U�H�W�D�L�O���E�X�U�J�O�D�U arrested From PPB

A  snapshot of the tense dynamic 
between the North Portland Eagles lodge 
and the national Eagles unfolded in a 
court hearing at the Justice Center on 
Sept. 11 when the two nonprofits met 
before Judge Jeffrey Auxier. 

Prior to the skirmish, the Grand Aerie 
of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, its 
governing body, requested a preliminary 
injunction to shut down all activities at 
the lodge at 7611 N Exeter and have it 
vacated before a final decision is made 
on building ownership at a February 
2027 court hearing. 

To get a court-ordered injunction, the 
Grand Aerie must prove they have been 
irreparably harmed by current activities 
there. The building and its 1.25 acre 
parking lot in question are estimated to be 
worth around $5 million currently. 

North Portland lodge #3426, 
represented by its president, St. Johns 
resident Clifford Schrock, and its 
lawyers, responded to the injunction 
request with their own suit stating 
that North Portland Eagles members 
purchased the lodge with their own 
funds and still own the title which they 
have continuously held for 36 years. 

The recent standoff began in 
fall of 2024 when the governing 
organization sent their agent, Mike 
Simonds, known as the “closer,” 
to help bring the 56-year old North 
Portland lodge into compliance with 
bylaws. See Eagles headquarters 
shuts down North Portland Lodge at 
NorthPeninsulaReview.com. 

Local members worked to achieve 
compliance by tripling their membership 
to more than 170, increasing 
their operating cash flow beyond 
requirements, and completing all 
required paperwork. 

Nonetheless Simonds forced a vote to 
either disband or downsize and move. 
Many members were reluctant to vote 

for either, but Simonds said he could act 
as their proxy and vote for them if they 
did not. The members reluctantly voted to 
move. The group was given six months to 
consider what to do next.

But one month later, Simonds canceled 
all the memberships and on Nov. 15, 2024, 
he changed the locks on the building when 
members were still inside. He immediately 
started to stage the contents for a sale 
and clean out all the files. To stop this, 
in January 2025 local members had the 
Simonds’ locks removed and regained 
control of the building and contents.

The request for an injunction by 
Simonds and the national Eagles states 
that the North Portland Eagles are not 
in compliance with “internal remedies 
available under the Fraternal Order 
governing document and instead resorted 
to self-help by retaking possession of the 
property without authorization.” 

In the court hearing, on Sept. 11, 
Simonds, who admitted on the stand 
that he was a paid agent for the national 
Eagles, said the request to vacate the 
building was due to complaints about 
noise, parking and trash left over from an 
event. He also admitted that his role as a 
receiver is to “work for the sole benefit of 
the [local] aerie.”

The judge said, “Seeing trash on the 
property once is not irreparable harm. 
There is substantial question about 
ownership of the property. The defendant 
[Simonds and the national Eagles] failed 
to meet their burden of proof.” 

The decision allows North Portland 
Eagles to keep their lodge for now. A 
major court hearing in February 2027 will 
decide its final ownership and the North 
Portland Eagles’ future. Stay tuned to the 
North Peninsula Review for updates.  �•

P O R T L A N D  P I L O T S  K I D S  C L U B !

2026–27 REGULAR SEASON TICKETS
EXCLUSIVE BUCKET HAT

SPECIAL LANYARD
CUSTOM KIDS CLUB MEMBERSHIP CARD
BE THE KIDS CLUB MEMBER OF THE GAME

EXCLUSIVE PRIVATE PREGAME EVENTS
AND MORE!AND MORE!

ONLY VALID FOR KIDS 12 AND UNDER

By Barbara Quinn

Many North Portland Eagles members have belonged to the Lodge for decades.
From left: Marey Ryan; Eagles friend Rick Scheetz from the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars; Tom Machen; Cliff Schrock, President; Nancy Smith, secretary; and 
Bill Kingsley a 40-year member.

Portland police arrested what they describe as a 
prolific North Portland burglary suspect as part of a 
retail theft mission conducted at the Jantzen Beach 
Shopping Center on Sept.18.

According to the Portland Police Bureau, Dana 
Baines, 29, was charged with robbery in the second 
degree and numerous theft and trespass charges. The 
arrest closed more than 81 open cases, representing 
$3,222 in stolen merchandise.

In addition, the multi-agency operation resulted in 13 
arrests, including five suspects with outstanding warrants, 
and recovered one stolen vehicle. Mission members also 
successfully recovered and returned $2,261 worth of 
stolen merchandise to local business partners.   �•

Dana Baines under arrest.

 Support more news coverage
 like this. Subscribe at

www.NorthPeninsulaReview.com
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- Based on comparison of PP&R community center 
expenditures requested by North Peninsula Review

Top: walls of the St. Johns Community Center 
gym are being removed to check for dry rot. 

Below: a post showing signs of rot.

St. Johns Community Center gym remains closed for repairs By Jim Redden

The St. Johns Community Center 
gym is expected to remain closed for 
emergency repairs for another 12 to 18 
months, if not longer.

Portland Parks & Recreation closed 
the gym in the community center at 
8427 N Central St. in mid-February after 
discovering structural damage that was 
allowing rainwater to seep in. Damage 
included rotting wood on a weight-bearing 
post, among other potential safety risks.

No such damage was found in the rest 
of the building, which was allowed to stay 
open while PP&R staff continued working 
�Z�L�W�K���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�V���D�Q�G���U�R�R�À�Q�J���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�Q�W�V��

 “The city remains committed to 
identifying and pursuing long-term 
funding solutions to maintain and improve 
our facilities and infrastructure,” Mayor 
Keith Wilson said in a release announcing 
the extended closure.

“Serving the needs of North Portland 
communities continues to be a top priority, 
and we’ll keep working closely with 
residents to ensure this space can be 
restored and enjoyed for years to come.”

According to the release, the St. Johns 
Community Center repair has been 

prioritized because of safety concerns 
associated with the damaged structure, 
the impact of the closure on community 
services and the limited availability of 
alternative facilities in the area.

“We know the St. Johns community has 
been waiting a long time for the gym to 
reopen, and we understand the frustration 
that comes with an extended closure,” 
said Art Pearce, PP&R interim director. 
“We’ve taken the time necessary to 
understand the problem and determine the 
right approach to address it. We’re now 
moving forward with the work needed to 
safely restore the gym.”

�3�3�	�5���K�D�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G���R�Y�H�U�������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q��
in needed maintenance and repairs across 
its facilities. With resources limited, 
moving forward with the St. Johns gym 

repair means that some other planned 
maintenance work will need to be deferred.

The St. Johns Community Center is 
�F�O�D�V�V�L�À�H�G���D�V���D���P�H�G�L�X�P���V�L�]�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���E�\��
PP&R, meaning it is between 15,000 and 
32,000 square feet and includes meeting 
rooms, a gym and/or a pool. It has received 
the lowest amount of expenditures for 
maintenance of all four medium centers 
�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���À�Y�H���À�V�F�D�O���\�H�D�U�V��

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���À�J�X�U�H�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���W�R��
the North Peninsula Review via an 
information request, PP&R records show 
maintenance expenditures over 5 years 
for similar size facilities are: Charles 
Jordan Community Center - $2.15 million; 
Montavilla Community Center - $95,073; 
Peninsula Park Community Center - $2.8 
million; and St. Johns Community Center 
- $36,098.

There was no explanation about why the 
St. Johns Community Center maintenance 
expenditures were so low.

More information about PP&R’s capital 
maintenance needs and funding sources is 
available at portland.gov/parks/funding-
sources.   �•

“[St. Johns Community Center] 
has received the lowest 

amount of expenditures for 
maintenance...”

Columbia Pool has been an important 
amenity to the North Portland community.

City to demolish Columbia Pool after 
years of neglect By Mark Kirchmeier

Ten years after the Portland Parks and 
Recreation Bureau effectively stopped 
maintaining Columbia Pool, and four years after 
Parks Commissioner Carmen Rubio ordered it 
closed, the Parks Bureau is going to demolish the 
building.

“Public officials have an opportunity to learn 
from this fiasco and not cause further unnecessary 
harm to community assets,” said Chris Manno, 
chair of the Friends of Columbia Park (FOCP). 
“Within Columbia Park, the historic Columbia 
Cottage built in 1940 and the Lawrence Ellis-
designed Comfort Station built in 1911 are also at 
risk of failure,” he added.

PP&R announced Sept. 22 that the pool, a 
community gathering space and amenity in North 
Portland since 1930, is scheduled for demolition 
later this year.

In late 2024 former-Mayor Ted Wheeler, 
authorized plans for demolishing the pool the 
following spring. However, new Mayor Keith 
Wilson, in response to requests from a North 
Portland coalition of pool supporters, ordered 
a one-year pause of demolition in March 
2025, three days before demolition. Longtime 
PP&R Director Adena Long resigned shortly 
after that and received a severance settlement 
from the city. The postponement enabled 
pool supporters and District 2 City Councilor 
Elana Pirtle-Guiney to explore alternatives, 
including private funding partnerships.

During this pause, a coalition of North 
Portland pool advocates and the three N/NE 
Portland city councilors persuaded Wilson to 
direct PP&R to commission an independent 
audit of pool restoration costs. The Parks 
Bureau hired Convergence Architecture to 
create a report that the firm completed May 
15. The Convergence report contradicted 
the city’s cost estimates, and showed the 
pool could be converted to summer use for 
one-half the cost that PP&R had predicted. 
The Parks Bureau declined to release the 
Convergence document until July 13, and 
then released its own report rejecting all of 
Convergence’s lower-cost findings.

Manno said the FOCP and allies will 
now work with Pirtle-Guiney and the Parks 
Bureau in planning what other use might 
be made of the soon-to-be razed building. 
PP&R is also continuing planning for the 
future North Portland Aquatic Center on 
North Fessenden Street, scheduled to open 
in three years. �•
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�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�V���H�D�U�O�\���V�W�H�S���L�Q���K�L�J�K���Á�\�L�Q�J��
Rose Quarter redevelopment dreams

By Jim ReddenLack of funding may curtail the project

Portland-owned properties adjacent 
to the Moda Center and Memorial 
Coliseum in North Portland will be 
redeveloped by the Albina Vision Trust, 
according to a resolution sponsored 
by all three District 2 councilors and 
unanimously approved by City Council 
on Sept. 3.

But the Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) has said it 
does not have nearly enough money 
to complete its share of the nonprofit 
trust’s ambitious redevelopment ideas 
for the Albina District.

“We have a unique opportunity before 
us — as the city negotiates a new long-
term lease for the Moda Center, we 
should also be thinking seriously about 
what happens to the land around it and 
how that development can contribute 
to the future of the Rose Quarter and 
lower Albina,” co-sponsor Councilor 
Elana Pirtle-Guiney said. “I am proud 
of this resolution, honoring the history 
of the neighborhood while creating the 
conditions for people who live here to 
benefit from its future.”

According to the resolution, the 
construction of Interstate 5 and decades 
of urban renewal displaced thousands of 
Black Portlanders, Black-owned homes, 
and Black-owned businesses from lower 
Albina. The consequences of those 
decisions are still felt today.

The resolution says that Albina 
Vision Trust has spent years developing 
a comprehensive vision for the 
restoration of the area, and has built 
the relationships, partnerships and 
investment strategy necessary to turn that 
vision into reality.

Timing couldn’t be better
“For nearly a decade, Albina Vision 

Trust has stewarded a community vision 
for Albina rooted in its history and a 
deep belief in the possibility of repair 
and transformation,” Winta Yohannes, 
executive director of the trust, told the 
council. “This resolution gives us the 
opportunity to reconnect Albina as a 
complete neighborhood — with streets 
where people want to linger, storefronts 
owned by our neighbors, and new wealth 
that reaches the people who have waited 
the longest to share in it.”

The resolution neither commits the city 
to a particular development project nor 
appropriates public dollars. Instead, it starts 
the work of determining what the land 
is worth, what development rights could 
generate, what outside investment can be 
brought to the table, what public investment 
may ultimately be necessary and how the 
partnership should be structured. 

“Albina Vision Trust has demonstrated 
its ability to successfully steward projects 
and its commitment to reconnecting and 
uplifting a thriving lower Albina, and I’m 
pleased the city is taking this good-faith 
step toward potential partnership with 
them in the Rose Quarter,” co-sponsor 
Councilor Sameer Kanal said. “We’re 
continuing to write a new story in Albina 
one that’s led by community, supports 
shared prosperity, and centers equity and a 
vision for restorative development.”

“The timing couldn’t be better, as the 
city simultaneously works to ensure that 
a Moda Center deal — one that keeps 
the Trail Blazers at home, in Portland — 
gets done,” said co-sponsor Councilor 
Dan Ryan, citing the trust’s ability to 
create a district that is vibrant, livable and 
economically active. 

Much of the revitalization project 
proposed by the trust depends on the 
Oregon Department of Transportation 
building caps strong enough to support 
new buildings across portions of I-5 
through the Rose Quarter as part of the 
I-5/Rose Quarter Improvement Project. 

But during an recent meeting, project 
staffers told the Oregon Transportation 
Commission, which oversees the Oregon 
Department of Transportation, there is 
currently no money for the caps. 

Some commissioners expressed concern 
that the project will never be completed 
and wondered whether it was possible 
to do the roadwork without adding the 
freeway caps. One said the caps were 
pushed by Portland lawmakers and were 
not part of the original project to add 
merging lanes between on- and off-ramps 
to I-5 through the Rose Quarter.

Project staff said the decision about 
how to continue the project must be made 
by the Oregon Legislature, expected to 
discuss the project during the 2027 session 
when lawmakers are likely to introduce 
a new statewide transportation funding 
package.  �•

Newberry award-winning author Renée 
Watson to speak at UP By Mark Kirchmeier

Renée Watson, a recipient of the 
nationally prestigious Newberry 
Prize for Children’s Literature, will 
speak at 7 pm, Thursday, Oct. 29 in 
Buckley Center Auditorium on the 
University of Portland campus. 

The university’s Schoenfeldt 
Distinguished Writers Series is 
sponsoring her appearance.

Watson is most known for her 
Newberry Medal-winning “All the 
Blues in the Sky” and her New York 
Times bestselling young adult novel 
“Piecing Me Together.”

She grew up in Northeast Portland 
and attended Vernon Elementary 
School, Binnsmead Middle School, 
and Jefferson High School. She 
loved poetry from a young age and 
would read the work of poets like Maya Angelou and Langston Hughes, plus her 
own poems, at Antioch Missionary Baptist Church.

She later moved to New York and explored Harlem landmarks, where she learned 
that Hughes’ former home was not open to the public. After growing concerned that 
�W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���K�R�P�H���P�D�\���E�H���O�R�V�W���W�R���J�H�Q�W�U�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���D���Q�R�Q�S�U�R�À�W���L�Q�������������W�R��
convert the former brownstone into creative space for the Harlem community.  �•

See the ad on page 16 for more details about the event.

Former Portlander and writer, Renée Watson 
will speak and sign books in North Portland.
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 Sports

Tayvi Khann and Ruby Settle both scored in Portland’s 2-0 win over the UC Davis 
Aggies in late September to close out nonconference play. Portland improves to 4-5-0 on 
the season and 3-0-0 at Merlo Field.

Khann’s goal was her first of the season and the second of her career. Journey 
Middleborn and Hailey Bagby both recorded assists on the play. Settle’s goal was her 
second of the year and sixth of her career, coming off her first PK as a Pilot.

Portland is now unbeaten in their last three matches. With three wins at Merlo Field 
to start the year, the Pilots 3-0-0 at home for the first time since 2016. Their three 
shutout wins to start play at Merlo are a first since 2010.

Upcoming home games include Pacific on Friday, Oct. 2, and St. Mary’s on 
Saturday, Oct.10.

UP women post 3rd straight shutout

The Roosevelt volleyball team in mid-season has already become the winningest 
volleyball team in the school’s history in the large 6A enrollment classification. The 
Riders have a 9-1 win/loss record and have steamrolled opponents including Cleveland, 
Benson, Jefferson, Ida B. Wells, Liberty and Parkrose.  

Next home games are 6 pm, Oct.5, against Grant and 6 pm, Oct. 15, against 
Benson. RHS wins over those teams would keep the Riders on track to make the 
state playoffs in November.

RHS volleyballers making history

The Portland Pilots routed West Coast Conference rival LMU 4-0 before 3,000 
exuberant Pilots fans on Sept. 26 at Merlo Field. UP previously defeated visiting 
East Coast power New Hampshire 2-0, posting their second straight shutout. Ritvik 
Karra, Joe Highfield and Anton Hjlamarsson all posted assists during the game with 
Hjalmarsson tallying two assists for the first time in his Portland career.

 Hjalmarsson now has 68 career points for his NCAA career. That is ninth amongst 
all active Division I players. Karra, who played the full 90 minutes in the shutout 
performance, earned West Coast Conference (WCC) Defensive Player of the Week honors 
for the first time in his career. He’s also the first Pilot to win the award this season. 

Portland plays at the University of Michigan on Oct. 4 and then enters the heart 
of its WCC season in hopes of winning another national playoff berth similar to 
last season. Key league home games will include hosting Santa Clara on Oct. 24. 
Information courtesy of the UP Athletic Dept.

Pilot men’s soccer kicks to high gear

Pilot Tayvi 
Khann exults 
after goal in 2-0 
victory over 
Cal-Davis at 
UP’s Merlo 
Field

Roosevelt football on roll in PIL
The Riders mauled McDaniels 42-14 and routed Benson 47-6 in PIL action.

In addition to seniors previously listed in the North Peninsula Review, other varsity 
players include Tyvelle Hil, Jae Robinson, Kass Repulske, Cameron Harris,  Mariah 
Love, Johnny Troncoso, Jimi Meundan, Milo Goebel, Gahel Sosa Hernandez, 
Grayson Smith, Carlos Elenes,  Nyaheem Jackson, Nasir Mohamed, Kenny Gardner, 
Gayvn Highsmith, Maurice Collins, Joshua Dave, Phillip and Travis Dean, Ezequiel 
Cecena Perez, Paseni Kalamafoni, Carter Matau, Ryan Mikkleson, Joancarlos 
Hernandez and Samuel Felipe-Francisco. 

 Home games are Lincoln on Oct. 2, Cleveland (Homecoming) Oct. 16 and 
Jefferson on Oct 30.  
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w ww. H ustadFuneralHome.com
Privately Owned and Operated Since 1958

503-286-9663

PDX

ROYAL ENFIELD, MOTO MORINI, SYM, GENUINE SCOOTER CO.

WWW.SABATINOMOTO.COM
ERIC@SABATINOMOTO.COM
971.266.4345

8501 N LOMBARD ST
ST JOHNS

PORTLAND OREGON

V
V ILLAIN CREPES & COFFEE CO

7330 N LEAVITT AVE PORTLAND, OR 97203
villaincrepesco�eeco.com

villaincrepesco�eeco@gmail.com

503-217-4549
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weddings - celebrations - meetings
Portland Oregon

guest rooms

book a room     StJohns-Inn.com     book an event

MOONSHINE HAIR STUDIO & BARBER
There’s always a full moon over St. Johns.

Open 9 am - 6 pm
7 Days a Week
Men  •  Women

Appointments
Available & 
Walk-Ins Welcome

7338 N. Baltimore Avenue
Hairdressers:

Barbers:

Cookie 503-289-3222 (main line) • Alicia 714-310-4088
Shannon 503-875-4583  •  Nga 503-891-6013
Melissa 503-267-5957  •  June  503-890-2321
Heidi 503-289-3222  •  Holly, Manicurist  503-289-3222

Shannon – Appointments  503-875-4583
Keith – Saturdays
Mark Fuqua – 503-793-7242

Greene, Zaghloul and Cruz are 
top three for county By Mark Kirchmeier

EDITORIAL

Herman 
Greene

Nabil
Zaghloul

Serena Cruz

A persistent local government problem is that 
many elected officials are so dependent on the 
administration for information that it puts them 
at a disadvantage in providing effective budget 
oversight.

An exception is Herman 
Greene who, as a former Portland 
Public Schools board member, 
often went against conventional 
wisdom and prevailed.  

He has handled the tough job 
of negotiating teacher contracts, 
identified some costs savings, and 
has a good eye for budget detail. 
That track record makes him our first choice 
for election to the District 2 Multnomah County 
Board of Commissioners seat, representing N/
NE Portland. His endorsements include County 
Commissioner Julia Brim-Edwards, state Rep. 
Travis Nelson, D-N/NE Portland; and other 
community leaders.

Greene refreshingly sees the county’s $4 billion 
budget “as a pie” to be judiciously spent on 
health, human services and public safety needs, 
rather than “a bottomless well of money” as some 
candidates do. One of his priorities is working 
closely with city and state leadership to foster 
a local economy that grows enough to generate 
revenue to fully fund county services.

    Multnomah County is using Ranked-Choice 
Voting  (RCV) in the Nov. 3 election, similar to 
what the City of Portland started two years ago. 
That’s too bad. The RCV system of asking voters 
to select and rank six candidates has proven ripe 
for interest-group shenanigans that manipulate the 
convoluted RCV vote-tabulation formula, such 
as in 2024, when several candidates won council 
seats while only being the first choice of fewer 
than 15% of the voters.

Fortunately, voters have two 
other candidates in this race 
who could capably serve as 
commissioners. Nabil Zaghlou 
is a strong second choice with a 
deep resume of administrative 
experience in the county, 
including the county Health, 
Human Services and Community 
Justice departments. We hope he stays involved 
in county issues, particularly homelessness. His 
endorsements include former commissioner 
Sharon Meieran and District 2 City Councilor 
Sameer Kanal. 

Serena Cruz was a Multnomah 
County Commissioner from 1998 
to 2006. She took some knocks, 
some deserved, for not working 
well with colleagues, including 
then-County Chair Diane Linn. 
Cruz later successfully worked for 
the Virginia Garcia Health Center  
and re-emerged as the county’s operating officer 
2021 to  2024. We support political redemption 
and were impressed in a long interview with Cruz 
by her expressions of regret over rookie mistakes 
early in her career.  She has one of the best 
commands of county issues of anyone in the race.

Businessman Tony Robertson and retired 
businessman Bruce Broussard have long-
standing community roots, and would get our 
nod for fourth- and fifth-ranking positions. We 
could not identify any remaining candidates 
with the background or temperament to qualify 
for the sixth spot. 

Mark Kirchmeier is a co-publisher of the North 
Peninsula Review and has been a North Portland 
resident for 30 years.

Support the 
community-

minded sponsors
on these pages.
They make our 
news coverage

possible.
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Cap’n Shipwreck

Portsmouth Commons debacle

ABUNDANT L IFE
CHURCH

3935 N. Lombard
503-289-8636

Sunday morning worship - 11am

BETHEL BAPTIST
CHURCH

7807 N. Fessenden
503-286-4123  •  360-703-2695

Sunday Morning Gathering 11:00 AM
Traditional Hymns

Expositional Bible Teaching

HOLY CROSS
CATHOLIC CHURCH

7455 N. Hodge
503-289-2834

Mass  
Times:

5pm Saturday Mass
9am Sunday Mass
12pm Spanish Mass
8:30am T - F Mass 

HOLY REDEEMER
CATHOLIC CHURCH
“To make God known, loved, and served”

Join us for Mass!
holyredeemerpdxchurch.org

25 N Rosa Parks Way, Portland OR 97217
503-285-4539

PEACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH

2201 N. Rosa Parks Way
Portland Oregon 97217

Bible study Sundays 9-10am
Worship service with communion 

Sundays 10:30-11:45
A community of faith, loving hearts & hands

peacelutheranportland.org

RED SEA CHURCH
7535 N. Chicago Ave.

503-451-5546

info@redseachurch.org
Gathering: 10am

ST. ANDREW’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

7600 N. Hereford Ave.

All are Welcome
Sundays @ 10:30 am •  Food Pantry 12-2 Fri

ST. JOHNS CHURCH
8044 N. Richmond Ave.

503-286-0613

Sundays @ 10am  •  sjcpdx.com

BLESSED TEMPLE
COMMUNITY CHURCH

2201 N. Rosa Parks Way • 503-297-4659
Sundays -1st & 3rd in-person 12:15 pm

2nd & 4th online 10:30 am
BlessedTempleCommunityChurch.com

Gov. Tina 
Kotek

EDITORIAL

By Mark Kirchmeier

Just name an important issue. 
Whether standing up to the 
Trump administration, tackling 
homelessness, boosting Portland 
Public Schools, or funding the 
Oregon Health Plan, Governor 
Tina Kotek has been a skillful 
advocate for our city and state.

Kotek has been a more effective 
governor than her predecessor Kate Brown and, if 
re-elected, could become one of the best Oregon 
governors in decades.

Her values also fit Portland like a hand in a 
glove, more so than her opponent, state Sen. 
Christine Drazan, R-Canby. The sunniness 
of Drazan’s beautifully produced television 
commercials belies the harshness of her campaign 
positions. 

Drazan’s focus is gutting the Corporate Activity 
and Estate taxes for high incomes and vetoing any 
other increase on high-income-bracket businesses 
and individuals. Those actions would reduce 
state revenues, thus harming public schools and 
universities, hollowing out state health coverage 
for many, and under-cutting Portland Mayor Keith 
Wilson’s efforts to reduce homelessness.

Drazan is also a Climate Change denier and 
vows as governor to reverse decades of state 
environmental, land-use and consumer protections.

And Drazan is a President Donald Trump ally. 
The Clackamas County Republican has supported 
or been complicit in Trump’s authoritarian assaults 
on Oregon, including inflation-creating tariffs, 
federal climate and health care cuts, forcing utility 
rate increases by sabotaging the Bonneville Power 
Administration, and trying to place Army National 
Guardsmen on the streets of Portland with the 
contrived excuse of law and order.

Kotek and Attorney General Dan Rayfield 
have gone blow-to-blow with legal challenges to 
Trump’s every attack on our state. Drazan almost 
certainly won’t even try.

Kotek has room for improvement. She 
stumbled early in her term by involving her 
wife, Aimee Wilson, in policy matters that were 
inappropriate. Her management of the state 
transportation budget deficit could have been 
a lot better. Kotek also has a serious, tech-
minded personality that hurts her with some 
voters impressed with Drazan’s extroversion and 
cosmetic qualities. 

But on substance, Tina Kotek is a champ. 
Many N/NE Portlanders remember well her long 
service as state legislator and Speaker of the 
House before becoming governor. She’s had a 
strong first term. Portland needs her for another. 

Kotek is clear choice for N/NE Portland voters

The author ran against Kotek in a three-person 
race for the Oregon House of Representative’s 
District 44 seat in the May 2006 election.

OBITUARY
Edward Thomas de Freitas

Edward Thomas “Eddie” de 
�)�U�H�L�W�D�V�����W�K�H���\�R�X�Q�J�H�V�W���R�I���À�Y�H��
children of Mildred and Jim de 
Freitas, was born in Portland, 
Oregon, June 2, 1951, and passed 
away on August 29, 2026, with 
his daughter, Angie Nuserik, by 
his side.  

He is survived by his brother 
Dennis de Freitas of Pleasanton, 
California, and sister Susan 
de Freitas Reid of Vacaville, 
California. He was preceded in 
death by sisters Judy de Freitas 
Harvey and Millie de Freitas 
Daniels.

All his sisters and his brother grew up in St. 
Johns in the house their father built on Trumbull 
Avenue in 1941 and all those children attended 
James John and Roosevelt schools. 

Eddie was an All City football player at 
Roosevelt High School and later inducted into the 

Portland Interscholastic League 
(PIL) Hall of Fame. Eddie 
went on to represent Roosevelt, 
earning PIL HOF honors for 
other athletes from the school.

Eddie will be deeply missed 
by his family, friends, former 
teammates, and the Roosevelt 
community. His memory 
will live on not only through 
those who loved him, but also 
through the athletes whose 
accomplishments he helped 
ensure would be remembered 
and honored.

In accordance with Eddie’s 
wishes, there will be no funeral or memorial 
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����,�Q���O�L�H�X���R�I���Á�R�Z�H�U�V�����(�G�G�L�H���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�H�G��
that those wishing to honor his memory make 
a donation to the Roosevelt High School 
athletic program, an organization that remained 
especially meaningful to him throughout his life.

Letters to the editors

The North Peninsula Review arrived at my house 
and I am delighted with the results [of story in the 
August issue]. Neighbors are mentioning info from 
your story. Thanks so much for treating me kindly.

Your article regarding the closing (was it ever 
open?) and boarding up of the Church Commons 
building should come as no surprise. It appears the 
�S�U�R�M�H�F�W���Z�D�V���G�R�R�P�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���V�K�R�Y�H�O���R�I���G�L�U�W��
was turned.

�7�K�H���À�U�V�W���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���D���F�O�X�H�����,�W��
�Z�D�V���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���1�3�5���F�R�Q�À�U�P�H�G�����W�K�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q 
would be built to house homeless veterans. The 
use/exploitation of veterans as an emotional appeal 
for various fantasy projects to patronize a naive 
consuming public is very common. Who would be 
against helping out veterans in their hour of need?

  Recall, the old Rite Aid building on Denver 
& Lombard was also going to be a welcoming/
temporary location for homeless veterans. As I 
reported previously, that turned out to be false...
there are no veterans and the managing personnel 
at the location will not even entertain a question 

~ Gordon Bussey (“Cap’n Shipwreck) Hayden Is.

�D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���À�F�W�L�W�L�R�X�V���Y�H�W�H�U�D�Q�V���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R��
occupy the building. The only tangible result of the 
multi-million dollar project seems to be an increase 
in crime, more needles and trash in the surrounding 
blocks, missing lawn furniture and local businesses 
that have erected bank-like security measures to 
protect their workers, merchandise and property. 
The veterans remain ghosts. 

  Naturally, at the opening of the Portsmouth 
Commons “veterans center,” Gov. Kotek, Mayor 
Wilson and other local “dignitaries” were there to 
applaud (and take credit).

The resulting collapse of the wasted money 
�D�Q�G���L�G�H�D���L�V���D���À�W�W�L�Q�J���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�L�D�O���W�R���S�R�R�U���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J����
imaginary results, bureaucratic entropy, excuses 
and lying. As the project degenerated into 
economic and institutional purgatory, the early 
supporters of the inane project were nowhere to be 
found. They have simply disappeared.     

  The sad project might have had good 
intentions, but the collection of people, lack of 
experience, ideas, promises and “do gooders” 
�H�Q�V�X�U�H�G���L�W�·�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���G�H�P�L�V�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���À�U�V�W��
�P�R�Q�H�\���Z�D�V���V�F�D�P�P�H�G���E�\���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���V�D�Z���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
opportunity...and they took it. After all, who can 
take issue with helping our veterans?

~ Jim Speirs, Arbor Lodge
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Blessing of animals at U of P Oct. 5

A ll manner of pets, including dogs, 
cats, hamsters, parrots and others are 
welcome to receive an animal blessing 
in the tradition of St. Francis of Assisi 
on Monday, Oct. 5, 1-3 pm, on the patio 
in front of Clark Library, University of 
Portland, 5000 N Willamette Blvd. 

Fr. Tyler Kreipke will offer blessings of 
pets. All pets must be leashed or crated. 
The event is free and all are welcome.

The tradition of blessing animals has 
been revived in the name of St. Francis 
of Assisi whose feast day falls on Oct. 
4. That day is also celebrated globally as 
World Animal Day.

St. Francis believed profoundly that 
everything in nature — including 
animals, plants, the sun, and the water 
— were created by God and should 
be regarded as siblings in creation. He 
treated every creature with profound 
kindness, humility, and respect. 

Legends say he preached to flocks of 
birds, asking them to praise God, and he 
is even said to have tamed a wolf that was 

frightening people in the town of Gubbio. 
He wrote the poetic Canticle of the 
Creatures in praise of all living things. 

Blessing of animals has deep 
Christian roots 

While modern pet blessings are tied 
to St. Francis, the practice of blessing 
animals has even deeper historical 
roots. Early Christian farmers and rural 
communities often sought blessings for 
their livestock upon which their survival 
depended. Early figures like St. Anthony 
of Egypt (St. Anthony the Abbot) who 
lived in the Egyptian desert in the 3rd and 
4th centuries was called upon to bless the 
animals much earlier than St. Francis in 
the 13th century.

In Italy and various traditional European 
regions, animals were historically blessed 
twice a year: on St. Anthony’s feast 
day (Jan. 17) and St. Francis’s feast day 
(Oct. 4). Today, the October pet blessing 
has transcended Roman Catholicism, 
being widely practiced across Lutheran, 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, and other 
Christian denominations.   �•

By Barbara Quinn
There will 
be an animal 
blessing at 
UP Oct. 5. 
Photo from 
Catholic 
News 
Herald. 

New food pantry at St. Andrew Episcopal.

Tiny church makes big difference for 
North Portland’s homeless By Mark Kirchmeier

Multnomah County hopes to open 
a homeless day shelter by summer 
2027 to replace the recently shuttered 
St. Johns Day Shelter, but members 
of St. Andrew Episcopal Church 
aren’t waiting that long to help 
homeless people. 

“The St. Johns Day Center closing 
leaves a huge gap that we can’t replace, 
but we hope to befriend and help more 
people,” said Rev. Jennifer Creswell, a 
Grant High School graduate who later 
attended Yale Divinity School where 
she told people she was too shy to talk 
in front of a congregation until she felt 
God calling her to do exactly that.

St. Andrew is a modest-sized 
congregation (about 50 members) yet a 
major force for good in North Portland. 
It developed 10 units of affordable 
housing last year on church property 
for adults over 45, or adults of any age 
with a disability, some of whom had 
been camping in the area.

It also has a food pantry that serves 
150 to 200 households every Friday 
at the 7600 N Hereford Ave. site, one 
block north of Lombard Street in the 
Portsmouth neighborhood.

The congregation now hopes to reach 
more people through hiring inter-faith 
chaplain Rev. Charlotte Cramer to 
identify North Portlanders who need 
food, emotional and spiritual support, 
addiction and behavioral health 
services and other life assistance. 

To find people, Cramer regularly 
walks down Lombard Street toward 
the St. Johns town center, engaging 
struggling individuals on the sidewalks, 
and inviting them to St. Andrew’s 
community lunches.

 “It starts with deepening 
relationships, listening to people,” 

said Cramer, who has worked in 
addiction treatment and in jails. “Many 
are on long waiting lists for referrals, 
and most want to tell us about their 
lives,” she said. She shared the story of 
one man who started coming to the bi-
weekly lunches at St. Andrew, and has 
since become a volunteer and is coming 
to planning meetings.

Cramer is also a founder of the 
California-based Temple of the 
Forgotten foundation that focuses on 
street chaplaincy work. Its website 
states “Deep poverty is more than 
a lack of money. It is a complex 
and often self-perpetuating system 
shaped by chronic scarcity, trauma, 
social exclusion, and the erosion of 
human dignity. People experiencing 
deep poverty frequently face multiple 
overlapping barriers — such as 
homelessness, mental illness, addiction, 
incarceration, discrimination, and 
isolation…” 

The Oregon Episcopal Diocese is 
funding the North Portland street 
chaplaincy for the next three years.  
Creswell is committed to making it 
permanent. The church recently started 
free weekly lunches helping nearly 
40 people. “We may soon need more 
food,” Creswell smiled.  �•
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Wildwood Bike ride in St. Johns
Oct. 24 celebrates movie By Barbara Quinn

North and downtown Portland 
competing for city funds By Jim Redden

Participants are invited to come together 
for a one-of-a-kind community celebration 
inspired by the Wildwood stories, the 
upcoming film, and the adventurous spirit of 
St. Johns kids and adults getting on bikes. 

All are welcome to join the Wildwood 
Ride at 7:45 am on Saturday, October 
24th, one day after the film debut. The 
event is being organized by group of Bike 
Bus leads, and Wildwood and Laika fans 
in North Portland and beyond.

Riders will travel along neighborhood 
Bike Bus routes, gather at the St. 
Johns Library crow sculpture, 7510 N 
Charleston Ave, and cross the iconic St. 
Johns Bridge together, a crossing that can 

feel as impassable for families as the 
Wilderness in the film Wildwood.

“Together, we’ll transform that 
barrier into a celebration of community, 
imagination, and the freedom to walk, 
bike, and roll when traffic is especially 
light,” say organizers.

“Whether you’d like to help lead, cork 
or ride, welcome participants, tell the 
story, host a community booth, sponsor 
the event, or help shape its future, we’d 
love to have you join us.”

Organizers are seeking volunteers, 
partners, sponsors and champions. 
If you are interested please contact 
sustainabilityatmyschool@gmail.com. �•

What:  Bike Ride across the St. Johns Bridge and back with celebration upon return
When:  Oct. 24, meet at 7:45 am and, start ride at 8:30 am
Where:  New meet up location! St. Johns Library crow sculpture, 7510 N Charleston

The Moda Center and Portland State 
University are competing for $164 million 
in city funds by the end of the year — 
money that many people don’t believe 
exists and can’t be raised.

The Portland City Council must vote 
before the end of the year whether to spend 
$120 million to help renovate the city-
owned Moda Center in North Portland 
and also vote whether to give $44 million 
to Portland State University as the first 
payment for a new city-owned performing 
arts center on the downtown campus.

The council has approved resolutions for 
city staff to negotiate and propose financing 
strategies for both projects, but some 
councilors and much of the 
public don’t believe Portland 
can afford either of them, let 
alone both.

Portland Trail Blazers owner 
Tom Dundon is demanding that 
the Moda Center be renovated 
to guarantee the team will 
continue playing in town for 
the next 20 years. The 2026 
Oregon Legislature approved 
$365 million in state bond 
funds for the project, provided that Dundon 
sign a 20-year lease with the city.

The city council authorized negotiations 
toward the lease with an 8-4 vote on Aug. 12. 
The resolution pledged $120 million toward 
the renovations and $275 million in future 
maintenance but did not identify the source of 
the funds. City staff are expected to present 
the council with the proposed lease and 
potential funding sources in early December.

“This has been a difficult process,” 
District 2 Councilor Elana Pirtle-Guiney 
said before voting to support the plan. “We 
have a massive decision about what to do 
with the city-owned space and we don’t 
have a good faith negotiating partner.”

Much of the public testimony was against 
the resolution in large part because the council 
recently cut the city budget, and Dundon, a 
Texas billionaire, is not committing any of 
his own money to the remodeling project, 
estimated at around $600 million.

Potential to bring in Broadway shows

Voting “no” were District 1 Councilor 
Candace Avalos, District 2 Councilor 
Tiffany Koyama Lane, District 3 
Councilor Angelita Morillo, and District 4 
Councilor Mitch Green.

“I want everyone here to remember their 
vote when budget season rolls around and 
remember that the reason that we are going 
to make cuts to parks, cuts to public safety, 
cuts to homeless services is because we 
gave away $400 million to a billionaire 
when we didn’t have to,” Morillo said.

The Multnomah County Commission 
previously committed $100 million to the 

project. The City Council must approve 
a new 20-year lease with the Blazers 
in December to secure the state and 
county funds. On Sept. 17, Mayor 
Keith Wilson described the ongoing 
negotiations as “fragile.”

“There is no certainty at all,” Wilson 
told KOIN 6 News.

Wilson’s comments came days after 
NBA Commissioner Adam Silver said 
the Blazers leaving Portland would be a 
“failure” for everyone involved, including 
the residents of the Portland region.

On Sept. 9, the council voted 8-4 
to advance building the city-owned 

performing arts center as part 
of a larger PSU performing 
arts and culture center project 
being planned at 310/330 
SW Lincoln St. The center 
is estimated at $447 million. 
PSU has said it needs the $44 
million from the city by Dec. 
1 for the project to proceed.

The proposed 3,000-seat 
center would allow popular 
touring Broadway shows to 
continue playing in Portland 

after the existing Keller Auditorium 
at 222 SW Clay St. is closed for 
renovations. The resolution that passed 
on Sept. 9 also directs staff to study 
downsizing the Keller into a smaller 
theater but does not include a cost 
estimate for that.

The resolution did not commit city 
funds for either project but directed 
staff to negotiate with PSU and return 
to the council with a financing plan by 
early December.  

“We need to have a venue that can 
operate these large-scale productions,” 
Pirtle-Guiney said when she voted for 
the resolution. “We need to do so in 
a way that doesn’t create a break in 
operations, which would be negative 
for our community for a lot of different 
reasons — first and foremost, the jobs, 
but also the access to culture and the 
arts. And I think this gives us the step to 
start to do that.” 

Voting “no” were District 2 
Councilors Sameer Kanal and Dan 
Ryan, and Councilors Lane and Morillo.

Instead of building a new center at 
PSU, Ryan supports renovating the 
Keller as a modern 3,000-seat performing 
arts center. He said the city should find 
creative ways to continue hosting touring 
Broadway shows during construction.

“Time to be reasonable and improve 
on what we are already responsible 
for and not add further government-
induced blight to a core area of 
downtown,” Ryan said.  �•

“It’s time to 
be reasonable 
and improve 
on what we 
are already 
responsible 

for. ”
- Dan Ryan on PSU’s
   Keller Auditorium
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 Crossword Puzzle
See pg. 2 for answers

October Events

42nd annual Skyline Grange “Everything BUT the kitchen sink”  garage sale, 
Oct. 2-3.  9 am-7 pm Fri; and 9 am-5 pm Sat. 11275 Skyline Blvd. 

Hygiene Product Drive, Oct. 3,  6 pm. Please bring hygiene products for donation: 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shampoos etc. Travel size preferred. St. Vincent de Paul food pantry, 
Holy Cross Church, 7455 N Hodge.

Youth Town Hall, Oct. 3, 12-2 pm. N/NE Pdx residents ages 14-27 invited to learn about 
civic engagement with officials including U.S. Rep. Maxine Dexter, County Commissioner 
Shannon Singleton and City Councilor Elana Pirtle-Guiney. Co-sponsored by Multnomah Youth 
Commission. The Off-Beat, music venue, 8440 N Interstate Ave. 

University Singers, Bel Canto, and Chamber Choir, Oct. 3, 2 pm. University of 
Portland, Buckley Center Auditorium, 5000 N Willamette Blvd.

Kenton Native Plant Sale, Oct. 4, 10 am-1 pm. Kenton Firehouse, 8105 N Brandon.

Choral music celebrating American’s 250th anniversary,  Oct. 4,  4 pm. The 
60-voice Lutheran Choral Association performs. Free-will offerings accepted. Peace Lutheran 
Church, 2201 N Rosa Parks Way.

St. Francis of Assisi  Animal  Blessing, Oct. 5,  1-3 pm, library patio in front of Clark 
Library, University of Portland, 5000 N Willamette Blvd. Leashed or crated animals only. All 
welcome. Free. See article on page 14.

Fiction writer John Carr Walker, Oct. 6,  5:30-6:30. Walker’s essays and short fiction 
have been appearing in literary journals for two decades. UP Bookstore, 5000 N Willamette Blvd.

Oktoberfest at Urban German Wursthaus,  Oct. 10, 1 pm - 9 pm. Festbier, fresh-
hops beer, authentic German food. 6635 N Baltimore Ave courtyard. See ad on page 6.

Josh Hawk book reading “All the Things That Had to Die,”  Oct. 10,  3 pm. 
Arches Bookhouse, 8900 N Wall. Details @joshhawkpdx.

Mighty Memories, Oct. 11,  7-9 pm. A Friends of Noise benefit honoring the legacy of Elan 
Oster Eichler. The Off Beat, 8440 N Interstate Ave. Admission: $5-$20 sliding scale.

Community Men’s Talk Circle, Oct. 15,  third Thursday of the month, 6-8 pm. All ages. 
St. Johns Public Library meeting room. 7510 N Charleston Ave.

Kenton Church free clothing exchange, Oct. 18,  every third Sunday of the month. 
2-4 pm. 2115 N Lombard.

Wildwood Bike Ride, Oct. 24,  meet at 7:45 am at St. Johns Library, 7510 N Charleston 
Ave. Riders will cross the iconic St. Johns Bridge together, a crossing that can feel as impassable for 
families as the Wilderness in the film Wildwood. All are welcome. See article on page 15.

University of Portland vs Santa Clara men’s soccer, Oct. 24,  7 pm, Merlo 
Field, 5000 N Willamette Blvd.

Newberry Award winning novelist Renée Watson, Oct. 29,  7-8pm, Buckley 
Center Auditorium. University of Portland, 5000 N Willamette Blvd. See ad on this page.

See our Facebook for new display windows and fun light bulbs
Facebook.com/SunlanLighting

3901 N Mississippi Ave • 503-281-0453  •  www.SunlanLighting.com

�´�7�K�H���/�L�J�K�W�E�X�O�E���/�D�G�\�µ�$�/�/���\�R�X�U���E�X�O�E�V���I�R�U���R�I�À�F�H���	���K�R�P�H

R E G I S T E R  O N L I N E  A T :
T R I N I T Y A C A D E M Y P O R T L A N D . O R G

November 8th, 2026
1pm - 3pm
Locat ion :  Tr in i t y Academy
7424 N Mississippi Ave, Portland, OR, 97217

Never miss an issue of the 
North Peninsula Review.
Subscribe at NorthPeninsulaReview.com
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